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(Seeing) A provocative book offers a sharp critique of the connection between
consumerism, international aid and 
the culture of celebrity activism.
It is not unusual to become immobilized 
when confronted with the world’s pressing prob-
lems. What to do in the face of abject poverty, 
the HIV/AIDS epidemic, or devastating environ-
mental degradation? The sheer magnitude of these 
and other challenges proves overwhelming for 
political leaders and academic experts, let alone 
individual citizens. 
But what if there were an easy, immediate way 
to respond to these problems in the course of one’s 
ordinary, daily activities?
This is exactly the solution proposed by a new 
model of international development, examined in 
a recent book by Lisa Ann Richey ’89. In Brand 
Aid: Shopping Well to Save the World, published by 
the University of Minnesota Press, Richey and her 
husband and co-author, Stefano Ponte, offer critical 
perspectives on an approach that weds consumerism 
and aid to address urgent global issues.
Their study focuses on Product RED, a joint
effort of corporations such as American Express, 
Converse, Emporio Armani, Gap, Hallmark, 
Starbucks, and others, to provide support to the 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS. Launched in 2006 
RED
in Switzerland, the initiative relies, in part, on the 
celebrity of U2 singer Bono to promote brands sold 
by the corporations. The pro!ts generated from 
Western consumers provide HIV/AIDS medications 
to Africans suffering from the disease. 
Richey, a professor of international development 
studies at Roskilde University in Denmark, and 
Ponte, a senior researcher at the Danish Institute 
for International Studies (DIIS), call such 
approaches “Brand Aid” because they provide “aid 
to brands” by helping sell branded products — and 
they involve the sale of “brands that provide aid” 
by directing a portion of the pro!ts to help others. 
In effect, these new initiatives bypass the old 
debates about aid versus trade, combining the two 
in innovative forms of corporate social responsi-
bility where proceeds from the sales of items that 
people buy every day — clothing, coffee, greeting 
cards — are given to public and private aid groups.
At !rst glance, Product RED appears to be an 
ideal marriage. Corporations enhance their brands, 
consumers get the satisfaction of supporting a good 
cause, and Africans receive needed medications.
But Brand Aid suggests it’s not that simple. 
By Karen Guth
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is this question: Is it possible 
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their brand image without reforming unethical 
business practices. In the end, the seductiveness 
of Product RED becomes clear: it engenders a 
sense of moral accomplishment while leaving 
unquestioned our own unethical practices — 
and those of corporations.
Richey and Ponte also criticize the way 
Product RED focuses on “distant others,” 
allowing us to evade important ethical concerns 
closer to home. By appealing to stereotyped 
portrayals of helpless, suffering Africans and 
using these images to sell luxury products, 
Product RED reinforces global power dynamics 
that picture Westerners as privileged saviors 
of powerless African victims. 
The impact of celebrities on public policy 
exacerbates the problem. Celebrities like Bono 
come to stand in for African leaders who are, 
in fact, addressing the problems themselves. 
“Whenever there’s a supermodel, or Bono, or 
some other AIDS celebrity taking the stage 
and speaking on behalf of other people, they’re 
taking up space that could belong to someone 
else,” says Richey. “There are plenty of African 
superstars. We don’t see them accompanying 
every picture about something happening 
in Africa.”
But what really worries her is the increasing 
evidence that initiatives like Product RED erode 
political avenues for effecting change. “Instead 
complicated things in their lives, and then we 
hear Bono come on the screen and say it’s really 
easy. It’s 20 pills. It’s 30 cents a day.” 
While Richey does not deny the impor-
tance of access to the medicine that Product 
RED supplies, she contends that treating HIV/
AIDS requires more than mere access to drugs. 
“It’s de!nitely not easy, and there’s an awful lot 
going on in terms of support networks, in care-
giving, in really keeping people socially alive. 
It’s not just a matter of keeping people’s bodies 
functioning from one day to another but of who 
they are as mothers, or fathers, or brothers, or 
workers in their communities. [With Product 
RED] that whole component is left out.” 
The harsh juxtaposition of simple solutions 
and complicated problems also made her ques-
tion why Product RED’s message was so appeal-
ing. She wondered, “Why is this a message that’s 
"ashy, that sells? Why is this what people want 
to hear?” 
She and Ponte offer several possible expla-
nations. Part of the appeal is what they refer 
to as “low-cost heroism” — that we can address 
complicated global problems without making 
personal sacri!ces or increasing our awareness 
of the problems. They note that Product RED 
encourages a kind of “consumer citizenry” with-
out calling normal patterns of consumption into 
question, and it allows corporations to improve 
Richey points 
to recent studies 
that indicate that 
people who buy 
‘do-good shopping 
purchases’ are more 
likely to decrease 
their contributions 
to nonpro!ts.
The book leaves the impression
that approaches like Product RED create as 
many, if not more, ethical dilemmas as they 
solve. Brand Aid considers these “innovative 
mechanisms” of international development from 
the standpoint of social scienti!c and cultural 
analyses, examining the impact of celebrities 
on policy-making, consumption as a means 
for helping, and corporate shifts away from 
traditional forms of social responsibility. But 
the book is undergirded by what Richey char-
acterizes as a deep “moral dissatisfaction” with 
these new approaches.
“I became interested in RED because I was 
really upset by it,” Richey says. “The situations 
of Africans were suddenly being used to sell 
luxury products, and somehow Western con-
sumers could get the notion that they were 
helping somebody just because they chose 
one pair of sunglasses over another.”
Richey and Ponte contend that Product RED 
reduces complex global problems to a simple for-
mula of “Shop and Save Africa.” When she !rst 
became aware of Product RED, Richey had just 
completed a year in South Africa doing research 
at an AIDS treatment clinic, and the message 
contrasted with what she had observed about 
the realities of treating AIDS. “We had just 
come back after so much really dif!cult time in 
clinics hearing people try to negotiate the very 
Irish rocker Bono enlisted Oprah Winfrey to help promote the launch of his Red product line in 2006. 
ASSOCIATED PRESS
of dealing with issues at a political level,” says 
Richey, “it engages people as consumer citizens. 
Instead of voting, you just need to shop better. 
That has a potentially problematic outcome.”
Richey points to recent studies that indi-
cate that people who buy “do-good shopping 
purchases” are more likely to decrease their 
charitable contributions to nonpro!ts, non-
governmental organizations and faith commu-
nities. “People think, well, I’ve done that work 
already. I’ve already contributed to that cause. 
I bought this necklace, this really great product 
that does something.” 
Whether such a causal relationship exists is 
contested by social scientists, as is the effective-
ness of Product RED as an approach to inter-
national development. But regardless of one’s 
own views on the subject, Brand Aid provides 
an informative read on a host of issues — issues 
that Richey encountered for the !rst time dur-
ing her days at Furman.  
Originally from Hanahan, S.C., 
Richey enrolled at Furman intending to become 
a lawyer. But political science courses with John 
Green and Don Gordon changed her plans. 
Green planted the idea that she major in poli-
tical science, and from there, she says, “It was 
all Don Gordon’s fault. I was the head of the 
Pre-Law Society before I had Gordon’s classes, 
and after that I wanted to work in Africa on 
international development issues.” 
Of his former student, Gordon says, “Lisa 
is a remarkable woman. She is keenly intel-
ligent and has a massive amount of energy 
and enthusiasm for any project she works on. 
Her work with Stefano on Africa is important 
and in many ways cutting edge. She’s what 
you hope a Furman graduate would be — 
committed, thoughtful, intellectually stimu-
lating, personable, and working to leave 
the world a better place.”
Richey’s interest in Africa grew through her 
participation in Furman’s Model Organization 
of African Unity and the Washington, D.C., 
program, where she interned for the National 
Security Archive on policy issues related 
to South Africa. But it was the Middle East/
Africa study abroad trip, led by Gordon, 
that had the most lasting impact on her 
intellectual development. 
In 1989 the group traveled to Jordan, Israel, 
Palestine, Egypt, Kenya and Tanzania. The trip 
was Richey’s introduction to Africa and issues 
of development and global social justice. In 
particular, she remembers visiting the home of 
a woman outside of Nairobi as part of a poverty 
tour. As she viewed the woman and her home 
of dung and mud, Richey’s response was to 
borrow an extra shirt from a classmate so she 
could give her own shirt to the woman. “I wasn’t 
completely sure why or whether that was the
While working in Africa, Lisa Richey found time for a scenic boat ride on Uganda’s Lake Bunyonyi.  
COURTESY LISA RICHEY
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right thing to do,” she says, 
“and I’ve probably been 
working ever since on 
trying to understand if that 
was the right thing to do.” 
After graduating, Richey 
pursued a Ph.D. in political 
science at the University 
of North Carolina. As part 
of her dissertation work, 
she conducted research 
in Tanzania from 1995-96. 
She examined the impact 
of international development 
policies on population and 
reproductive health, including 
access to family planning and 
safe motherhood. She spent much of her time in 
clinics where she listened to patients, talked to 
service providers, and learned about their ideas 
on child-bearing and health. She published 
the results in her 2008 Population Politics and 
Development: From the Policies to the Clinics.
But how did she get from UNC to Denmark? 
As it turns out, the story involves Richey, an 
Italian she met in Michigan, and, to an extent, 
a former Tanzanian president. 
In preparation for her dissertation research, 
Richey took a course in Swahili at Michigan 
State University. There she met Ponte, a native 
of Verona who was also studying Swahili in 
advance of a trip to Tanzania for his own 
Ph.D. work. The two hit it off and arranged 
to travel together.
While in Tanzania, Richey and Ponte 
decided to marry. She describes the ceremony, 
conducted in Swahili by a town of!cial in the 
Morogoro Municipal Of!ce at the foot of the 
Uluguru mountains, as “extremely unpretentious 
and lots of fun.” The exchange of vows took 
place in a “typical government of!ce” amidst 
“dust, peeling paint, government-issue wooden 
chairs, a desk, and a picture of the country’s !rst 
president, Mwalimu Julius Nyerere.
“It’s a great joy,” she says, “to have our wed-
ding pictures showing the two of us holding 
hands under a beaming Nyerere!” 
To complete the adventure, 
the Tanzanian nuptials featured a 
surprising array of marital options 
— for Ponte, at least. Because 
Tanzania is a multi-religious coun-
try, citizens are offered several 
marriage choices. Ponte was asked 
to decide whether he would like 
a monogamous marriage, a poly-
gamous marriage, or a potentially 
polygamous marriage. “He started 
to laugh,” Richey says. “I was 
not amused. I kicked him softly 
under the desk and we moved 
forward — after checking the 
appropriate box.”
The couple went to Denmark 
in 1999 when Ponte was recruited by the Danish 
Institute for International Studies. Richey took 
a position at the Center for African Studies at 
the University of Copenhagen, where she stayed 
until 2000. After !nishing postdoctoral fellow-
ships at Harvard and Columbia, serving as 
a project researcher for DIIS herself, and 
completing a six-month stint on a coffee farm 
in the foothills of Mount Kilimanjaro, Richey 
returned with Ponte to Denmark. They con-
sidered returning to the United States but 
decided on Denmark because of the opportuni-
ties it provided to achieve a reasonable work/
life balance for them and their children, 
Sasha (14), Arianna (10) and Zeno William (6). 
Today, in addition to teaching
courses in international development, Richey is 
at work on a new project that looks further into 
the roles of celebrities in aid work. She says she 
is examining “how celebrities are shaping public 
debates over aid, producing new ways to think 
about connecting individual donors with worthy 
recipients of their help, and changing the ways 
that traditional development institutions work.”
She is also working to establish partnerships 
between Danish and Tanzanian universities 
to support Ph.D. programs, researcher education, 
and organizational development for research 
on human health, and she and a colleague are 
involved in a project on images of HIV/AIDS 
in China and notions of human security.
These projects will likely shed new light on 
the !eld of international development, as has 
Brand Aid. Which brings us back to the question 
at the heart of the book: Is it possible to shop 
well to save the world? 
If the answer is yes, it is not in the way 
initiatives like Product RED intend, suggests 
Richey. She does think we should take the con-
sumer realm seriously, but less in terms of buying 
luxury products to support the purchase of AIDS 
medication and more in terms of conscientious 
consumerism. She believes we need to pay more 
attention to what we buy, where the products 
come from, and the conditions under which they 
were produced — and then make a fair choice. 
While hesitant to support a kind of localism 
or nationalism, Richey does think it’s worthwhile 
to “look at our own backyards” rather than to 
focus our efforts exclusively on distant locales. 
“We could look to our own neighborhoods. 
We could look to groups that are being socially, 
economically and politically excluded in our own 
communities, and think about how to work in 
solidarity with those people,” she suggests.
Lisa Elliott Grose ’89, a classmate of Richey 
at Furman who has been inspired by her friend’s 
work, is struck by what she calls Richey’s 
“humanitarian side.” Grose marvels that even 
when Richey’s children were small, she took 
them with her to Tanzania when she worked in 
clinics. “She thought nothing of it,” Grose says. 
“There was just no question that this was a job 
that must be done. She felt a calling to do it. 
She is clearly a very gifted academic. She’s also 
very clearly got a heart for what she does.”
But where does this passion come from? 
“I think anger is a very good motivating force,” 
Richey says. “When I see injustice in the world, 
when I see systematic discrimination and exclu-
sion and poverty — which shouldn’t exist in 
the world today — I feel angry. That’s a big 
motivator for me.” |F|
Karen Guth, a 2001 graduate, holds a Ph.D. 
in religious ethics from the University of Virginia. 
She is a postdoctoral fellow with the Candler School 
of Theology at Emory University in Decatur, Ga.
Lessons 
in 
Service
Commemorating 50 years
of the Peace Corps
Since President John F. Kennedy 
announced the establishment of 
the Peace Corps on March 1, 1961, 
more than 200,000 people have 
volunteered to spend two years 
of their lives — or more — in the 
cause of world peace and friendship. 
While the organization may have 
reached middle age, its heart and 
commitment remain forever young. 
Today more than 8,600 people
(average age: 28) work in 76 
countries as advocates for educa-
tion, health, business development, 
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causes, and more. 
Through the years many Furman 
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committed their time and energy 
to the Peace Corps. To recognize 
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Their stories follow. 
FURMAN | FALL 2011    76   FURMAN | FALL 2011  
right thing to do,” she says, 
“and I’ve probably been 
working ever since on 
trying to understand if that 
was the right thing to do.” 
After graduating, Richey 
pursued a Ph.D. in political 
science at the University 
of North Carolina. As part 
of her dissertation work, 
she conducted research 
in Tanzania from 1995-96. 
She examined the impact 
of international development 
policies on population and 
reproductive health, including 
access to family planning and 
safe motherhood. She spent much of her time in 
clinics where she listened to patients, talked to 
service providers, and learned about their ideas 
on child-bearing and health. She published 
the results in her 2008 Population Politics and 
Development: From the Policies to the Clinics.
But how did she get from UNC to Denmark? 
As it turns out, the story involves Richey, an 
Italian she met in Michigan, and, to an extent, 
a former Tanzanian president. 
In preparation for her dissertation research, 
Richey took a course in Swahili at Michigan 
State University. There she met Ponte, a native 
of Verona who was also studying Swahili in 
advance of a trip to Tanzania for his own 
Ph.D. work. The two hit it off and arranged 
to travel together.
While in Tanzania, Richey and Ponte 
decided to marry. She describes the ceremony, 
conducted in Swahili by a town of!cial in the 
Morogoro Municipal Of!ce at the foot of the 
Uluguru mountains, as “extremely unpretentious 
and lots of fun.” The exchange of vows took 
place in a “typical government of!ce” amidst 
“dust, peeling paint, government-issue wooden 
chairs, a desk, and a picture of the country’s !rst 
president, Mwalimu Julius Nyerere.
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the world today — I feel angry. That’s a big 
motivator for me.” |F|
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When I began exploring career options during my junior year at Furman (nearly 30 years after my parents had served), I pretty 
much knew that a two-year stint in the Peace 
Corps would be the starting point. I was think-
ing through any number of potential pathways, 
but they all existed on the other side of those 27 months during which 
I would serve as a volunteer. How could I not try out this experience 
that my parents had so adored?
Just 10 days after graduation in 1999, I went to Burkina Faso, a 
wind-swept, hard-scrabble, poverty-stricken country in the heart of West 
Africa. Despite its challenges, I found Burkina to be downright wonderful. 
I taught English, managed a high school building construction project, 
engaged in the !ght against HIV and AIDS, and worked with promising 
young women to persuade them to stay in school. The work was tough and 
sometimes confusing, but it felt vital to me. To this day, I have never felt 
more alive than I did during my years as a Peace Corps volunteer.
Burkina seeped into my skin. Day by day and conversation by con-
versation, I fell in love with a land and its people. Two years turned into 
three, then three and a half. I eventually returned to the United States 
to attend graduate school, but I went back to Africa for short pieces of 
work or research whenever I could.
A few months after I completed graduate school, I succumbed to the 
urge again and returned to West Africa for several more years. Without 
having set out to do so, I ended up dedicating my career to development 
and humanitarian assistance in West Africa.
Although I no longer work for the Peace Corps, my work continues 
to focus on children and families in a region where poverty, con"ict and 
disease have put families under siege. The work has been thrilling and 
a constant source of joy despite circumstances that can gnaw at one’s 
psyche and seem hopelessly entrenched.
I have contributed to efforts to reintegrate former child soldiers into 
their communities in northern Uganda, to control arms traf!cking in 
Senegal, and to protect children from sexual violence and the exploitation 
of their labor in Côte d’Ivoire. This year alone I have been fortunate 
to work in Niger, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and Benin.
I am currently helping the national government of Benin better under-
stand its child welfare system, pushing and probing to clarify what kinds 
of services it hopes to provide its citizens and how best to do so on the 
most threadbare of shoestrings. Recently I sat across the desk from the 
chief of staff of the Ministry of Justice, Legislation, and Human Rights, 
talking with her and wondering to myself, “How in the world did I end 
up at this place at this moment in time? Am 
I really here shooting the breeze with the chief 
of staff of a ministry?”
My journey to that moment began with my 
parents’ Peace Corps service. My education at 
Furman also played an undeniable role. In fact, 
today I do all of my work in French and fondly 
remember my French studies at Furman. (Special thanks to Cherie 
Maiden for introducing me to West African literature and to David 
Morgan, my French major advisor, who insisted that I take a course 
in advanced French grammar. That course, taught by Harlan Patton, 
proved to be crucial to my professional development.) 
But without a doubt, my service in the Peace Corps was the single 
largest determinant in setting me on my current path. I could not 
be more grateful.
The Peace Corps celebrated its 50th anniversary this year, and even 
if we don’t hear much about it these days, it’s still going strong. Last year, 
it received its largest-ever budget allocation from Congress — although 
that amount was still a microscopic speck when compared to federal 
defense spending.
The Peace Corps is that ever-rarer point of convergence in Wash-
ington, D.C., that transcends partisan politics. Just about everybody 
is on board in supporting its work.
And why shouldn’t it receive widespread support? It represents 
Americans at our best — striving to be of service to some of the world’s 
most vulnerable people. The ethos of the Peace Corps is one of compas-
sion, of learning, of teaching, of understanding, of reaching out, of creat-
ing dialogue across cultures. These hallmarks typically get rare air time
in the corridors of power, but I take heart that the Peace Corps and its 
intrinsic investment in idealism are holding steady.
I am proud to be a “Peace Corps legacy,” as we volunteers who served 
in the footsteps of our parents are called. I hope that America continues 
to be proud of the international legacy of peace and dialogue that it has 
created through the Peace Corps. May we remain committed to its 
principles and to its continued success.
The author lives in New York City and works with Child Frontiers and 
Save the Children, two agencies that help communities improve the care 
and protection of children. The photo was taken on a recent trip to the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. His story “Six Days in the Fields,” about 
his Peace Corps service in Burkina Faso, appeared in the Fall 2000 issue 
of Furman. He is also a blogger for www.huf!ngtonpost.com. 
As newlyweds, my parents served as Peace Corps volunteers in Brazil in the late 1960s. 
Taking up John F. Kennedy’s call to service, my father taught forestry and helped to launch a tree genetics program at a uni-
versity, and my mother trained teachers and worked with the children of people with leprosy. “It was the best two years of our 
lives,” was a mantra I heard often growing up, and from both sides; my parents agreed on this point unequivocally. My fourth-
grade teacher must have found it strange that I knew the quote “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do 
for your country” well enough to correct another student presenting a book report, but that’s just the kind of home I grew up in.
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On the street outside our bloc, Mercedes-Benzes, Dacias (Romanian-made cars), bicycles and carute (horse-drawn wagons) are parked next to each other. In the 
town center is a McDonald’s, just a block away from the 
bustling farmers’ market offering local fruits, vegetables, 
meats and cheeses. Walking down the street is a young woman 
wearing Dolce and Gabbana, and another in traditional costume.
These juxtapositions of wealth and poverty, of globalization and 
small-town life, of modernity and tradition, may seem contradictory. 
Part of Romania’s challenge is reconciling and blending these dualities 
as Romanians seek to establish their national identity. As Peace Corps 
volunteers we have the opportunity to share skills, build capacity, and 
encourage civic engagement during this crucial phase of Romania’s 
developmental process.
During pre-service training we were warned that Peace Corps 
service in Romania is different from service on other continents. 
We might enjoy the creature comforts of living in a European Union 
country, but Romania wears the scars of an oppressive regime, includ-
ing apathy and hopelessness. We were told that we would work toward 
social and behavioral changes yet produce few tangible results. With-
out wells and crops to mark our progress, we would need to persevere 
and focus on small victories. 
So we did. Learning new vocabulary was a small victory toward my 
language acquisition. Getting my butcher or the veggie lady to smile 
was a small victory for my community integration. But teaching Radu 
is the biggest small victory of my Peace Corps service thus far.
With my background in expressive arts therapies and mental health 
counseling, I was placed at a rural non-governmental organization 
(NGO) providing therapeutic services to youth and adults with dis-
abilities. Radu is one of the bene!ciaries at the NGO.
With salt-and-pepper hair and a limp, he seems older than his 
chronological age of 24. He is quick to anger and quick to smile. His 
father struggles with alcoholism, his mother is working in Italy, and his 
grandmother is sick and bedridden. This young man with physical and 
mental disabilities takes on most of the adult responsibilities at home.
At our NGO, Radu had trouble working with others and complying 
with expectations. Staff said that he couldn’t learn or was too belli-
gerent. As a result, he acted out in frustration and felt marginalized.
In my !rst months of service, as I was seeking a sense of purpose, 
I began building a relationship with Radu. He was patient with my 
efforts to speak Romanian, and I was patient with his 
quirks. I noticed that he often spoke about gherghef 
(looms) because he made braided rag rugs for the 
NGO workshops. So when a fellow Peace Corps vol-
unteer offered me some plastic looms, I immediately 
thought of Radu. I could teach him to crochet. 
I met some skepticism from staff, but with encouragement 
and practice Radu made progress. He was beaming with pride when 
he showed off his !rst scarf — and caught the workshop seamstresses 
by surprise. The staff asked Radu to make them scarves, and his fellow 
NGO bene!ciaries suddenly wanted him to teach them to crochet.
Radu’s whole attitude and demeanor changed. He was leading, 
teaching and working collaboratively with others. He learned to make 
winter hats on circular looms. Soon his hat and scarf sets were being 
sold on consignment in stores across our small town. With the crochet 
frenzy in full swing, Radu’s father visited the NGO for the !rst time 
in !ve years to !nd out why Radu had changed and who Veronica was, 
because Radu frequently mentioned me in talking about the workshop. 
Radu !nally had a sense of purpose, which had a positive effect 
on his behavior in the workshop and at home. The staff saw that 
by breaking tasks into small steps, Radu could learn and become 
a positive contributor. I also bene!ted by !nding my niche within 
the organization. I could share therapeutic interventions that were 
inclusive, adaptive and creative. I count these as big small victories 
on all fronts. 
As Peace Corps volunteers, we dream big dreams of sustainable 
national projects — the kind that are featured in press releases. 
It may not be so newsworthy, but by teaching Radu to crochet I had 
an impact on his quality of life.
I remind myself daily that the Peace Corps is a person-to-person 
organization. My small victories may not be the epitome of interna-
tional development work, but I would assert that building people 
up helps build nations up. Our shared experiences and cultural 
exchanges are fundamentally strengthening both nations — 
Romania and our own. |F|
The author graduated with degrees in music (1999) and psychology (2000). 
She and her husband, David, live in the Oltenian region of Romania and 
are third-year Peace Corps volunteers collaborating with Biblionet, one of 
the Global Libraries Initiatives of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 
Follow their work at http://daveronica.com.
When people think about Peace Corps service, they envision volunteers living in 
mud huts, digging wells and working the land, cut off from friends and family. But as
Peace Corps volunteers in Romania, my husband, David, and I live in a Communist-
era bloc apartment with running water, super fast Internet, and even a washing machine.
V ERONICA
A NDR E A S S E N -­ B A R K E R
Horse-drawn wagons are still a common site in Romania. Opposite: The author with her friend, Radu. Photos courtesy of the author.
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Governor John Gardiner Richards (holding hat) attended the 1928 
Furman-Clemson game at Manly Field (Clemson won, 27-12); 
W.L. “Billy” Laval, dubbed “The King,” coached football from 1915–27. 
Opposite: Students enjoy a match on the courts outside Geer Hall, 1930. 
A Window to 
Furman’s Past
By Matthew Sohner ’11
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As a recorder and collector of all things 
Greenville, few could match Bill Coxe.
Coxe, a proli!c photographer, came to Greenville in 
1920 and spent the next !ve decades taking and collecting 
photographs of the city. When he died in 1973, he left 
a visual history of more than 120,000 images dating from 
the late 1890s to the 1960s. Included in the collection were
glass-plate images of Furman and the Greenville Woman’s 
College, most of them from the 1920s and early 1930s.
In 1989 a member of the Coxe family contacted 
Furman’s James B. Duke Library about donating the 
collection to the university’s archives. Furman held the 
images until 1991, when the Greenville Historical Society 
took on responsibility for their preservation. The images 
were stored in several places, but remained undisturbed 
and uninvestigated.
About a decade ago, the historical society decided to 
reduce the size of the collection. When Steve Richardson, 
Furman’s coordinator of reference services, and archivist 
J. Glen Clayton learned that images of the school might 
be disposed of, they quickly moved to reacquire and return 
them to the university archives. 
Last spring, as part of Courtney Tollison’s class on 
“Experiential Learning in Public History,” I was an intern 
in the library’s Department of Special Collections and 
Archives. I had the opportunity to scan, digitize and iden-
tify many of the Furman images from the Coxe Collection, 
and to create a guide to the photos.
From January to March I worked on the project three 
days a week, three to four hours a day. The individual 
images — some stained, some broken or dirty — were 
recorded as photographic negatives on 8x10-inch glass 
plates, which are extremely delicate and must be handled 
with the utmost care.
The process was painstakingly slow. The images had 
to be scanned at high resolution and saved as large, 
uncompressed !les. But it was amazing to see how technol-
ogy could convert the glass-plate negatives into beautiful, 
crystal-clear, black-and-white digital images. Using the 
yearbooks from the 1920s and 1930s, I worked to identify 
the student groups, faculty members, buildings, sports teams 
and campus events recorded on the images. 
By the end of the internship I had scanned and identi-
!ed 150 photographs — still less than half the collection. 
I developed a brochure and organized an exhibit of selected 
photos, and included a video describing their discovery, 
“rescue,” and the work I did in cataloging the images. 
My goal for the project was to introduce the Furman 
community to a piece of its collective history. In doing so, 
I worked with photographs of students who had long since 
died and who had attended college on campuses that no 
longer exist. The photos were taken at a time when photo-
graphy was deliberate, and when society did not have 
camera phones or the ability to upload pictures instantly 
to the Internet for the whole world to see.
It led me to ask questions that I hope everyone who sees 
these images will consider: What value will my own photo-
graphs have to another generation in 50 or 100 years? And 
how will those images be archived and preserved? One day, 
someone may be peering at my face on a computer screen, 
yet may know as little about me as I do about the people in 
the Coxe Collection photographs. This thought reminds me 
of the importance of photgraphs not just as entertainment, 
but as visual records. |F| 
 
The author, who earned a degree in history, is working with 
AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers In Service To America) in 
Rock Hill, S.C., developing a children’s literacy program.
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To see all the Coxe Collection 
photos that have been digitized, 
visit http://digicenter.furman.edu 
and click the Luna Online Col-
lection link. All photos courtesy 
Furman Department of Special 
Collections and Archives.
This page: 
A triumphant !nish on the dirt track; 
President William J. McGlothlin 
(front row, second from right), 
with faculty and staff in 1931.
Opposite: 
The late 1920s edition of the Furman 
band, ready for a halftime show; 
Greenville Woman’s College’s most 
valuable players, 1929–30; May Day 
1931, where a bird and a turtle 
exchanged pleasantries.  
14   FURMAN | FALL 2011  
To see all the Coxe Collection 
photos that have been digitized, 
visit http://digicenter.furman.edu 
and click the Luna Online Col-
lection link. All photos courtesy 
Furman Department of Special 
Collections and Archives.
FURMAN | FALL 2011    1716   FURMAN | FALL 2011  
Broadening the 
Admission 
   by the 
Numbers
Fall  Deposits Females Males International White Black Hispanic 
2011 824 467 357 22 631 34 26 
2010 715 428 287 7 594 26 23 
JE
RE
M
Y
 F
LE
M
IN
G
FLUSH WITH THE SUCCESS of enrolling a record 824 
!rst-year students (freshmen and transfers) and signi!cantly lowering 
the amount of !nancial aid awarded to the freshman class, Furman’s 
admission and !nancial aid of!ces are focusing their energy on 
boosting applications. 
“By a lot of objective measures this was an extraordinary year,” 
says Brad Pochard, associate vice president for admission. “The 
academic pro!le of the freshman class is strong, and we were able 
to enroll a record number even as we deliberately lowered our 
discount rate” — which is the percentage of tuition revenue 
awarded as institutional !nancial aid.
Now, Furman is seeking to expand its applicant base. Pochard 
says, “We’ve had the advantage of a strong reputation among a 
fairly narrow band of students, which has kept the quality of our 
applicants and incoming classes strong. But we don’t believe that 
is a sustainable model. 
“What we want is to increase applications from a broader spec-
trum of students, leveraging our strong academic reputation to 
maintain our base while extending beyond our traditional markets, 
and thus raising our selectivity level.” Total applications for 
2011–12 were 5,058.
In addition to adding several staff positions, the new admission
strategy features a more holistic approach to recruiting students 
that places greater emphasis on high school grades and curriculum, 
and takes extra steps to evaluate such qualities as persistence, drive 
and intellectual curiosity. These qualities are assessed, in large part, 
through personal interviews, recommendations from high school 
counselors, and essay questions that serve as supplements to the 
Common Application.
As part of this holistic approach, Furman is lessening its emphasis 
on standardized test results. Applications are “test optional;” students 
are no longer required to submit their ACT or SAT scores.
“In the past we’ve spent a lot of money to attract students with 
the highest scores,” says Rod Smolla, the university’s president. 
“We are not doing that any more. The SAT is a predictor of college 
success, but not a very good one, for a number of reasons. We think 
there are different ways, better ways, to bring in more top-quality 
students who can really bene!t from all that Furman has to offer.”
Smolla points to a number of studies and to the university’s own 
research, both of which show that an overwhelming percentage 
of faculty favor using measures other than test scores in determining 
Furman is working to expand its applicant 
pool by adopting a more holistic approach
to the recruiting process.
By John Roberts
admissibility. But he admits that trying to identify qualities such 
as heart, determination and potential can be tricky. “I’m not 
pretending this is easy,” he says. “It is real people-intensive.”
To help, the university has launched the Furman Admission 
Network (FAN). FAN involves more than 700 friends and alumni 
nationwide who interview prospective students and submit reports 
that are included in the applicants’ !les. Nearly 1,000 applicants 
for the Class of 2015 were interviewed last year by FAN members. 
(See page 30.)
Pochard says the FAN reports have been quite helpful. “They 
often solidify our decisions based upon what we see in a student’s 
!le,” he says. “But there are also cases when the report makes 
us reconsider.”
Another signi!cant aspect of the admission strategy is continued 
discipline in awarding !nancial aid — a policy that produced a 38 
percent !nancial aid discount rate, down from 48 percent in 2010.
“The money we spent on aid in the past can be better deployed 
to strengthen our academic and co-curricular programs,” Smolla says. 
“This is a more !nancially sound and sustainable approach for us, and 
we were pleased that record numbers of students still recognized the 
value of a Furman education and chose to enroll.”
Other recruiting initiatives include aggressive marketing efforts 
to differentiate the university and attract students with a wide range 
of backgrounds, interests and potential. New positioning strategies 
and collateral material (print and Web) have been adopted or are 
in the works.
In recent years Pochard and his staff have also strengthened the 
campus visit for prospective students and their families. “We set the 
expectation for families to spend at least half a day here, and we work 
to personalize the visit,” he says. “In addition to both a walking and 
riding tour of campus and an information session, we encourage them 
to attend a class, meet with a professor, eat in the dining hall, even 
visit downtown Greenville.”
The result: The percentage of high school seniors who visit 
campus and then apply has grown from 52 to 66 percent in the 
last three years.
“At our price tag [$49,750 for !rst-year students], we need 
to do a good job of showing them our value,” says Pochard. |F|
The author is Furman’s director of internal/electronic communications.
Base
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Not Your
   Typical
 Morning
     Dip
On June 12, 1962, 
three men engineered 
a notorious escape 
from Alcatraz, San 
Francisco’s island prison. 
Almost 50 years later, 
a Furman professor 
takes on the challenge 
of the Alcatraz swim.
By Melinda Menzer
Illustrations by Julie Speer
W
hen the word got out around Furman that
I was preparing to do the Alcatraz Sharkfest 
Swim, people began to ask me, “Why?” 
Students asked, colleagues asked, people 
I didn’t even know would stop and ask me, “Why are you 
doing the Alcatraz swim?”
  Why? I was stumped. And even though I got the same 
question over and over, I never became any better at 
answering it. Why eat ice cream? Why sing silly songs in 
the shower? Why do anything? My husband’s sister Allison 
asked if I wanted to swim the Alcatraz Sharkfest with her 
and their brother Michael, and I said yes.
  I wouldn’t have wanted to swim Alcatraz if I thought 
I might drown. But even before I started training speci!-
cally for the event, I knew it was doable.
  The distance from Alcatraz Island to shore is 1.5 miles, 
or 2,640 yards. During the school year, I swim 2,000 yards 
at lunch time, four or !ve days a week. In fact, I arrange my 
life so that I can swim 2,000 yards at lunch time, four or 
!ve days a week. I have an inviolable appointment with
the pool. I eat lunch at my desk while working, and some-
times I go to class with wet hair, but I make that swim.
I am fortunate to be at Furman, where I have a beautiful 
pool on campus and an administration that encourages 
!tness for all members of the community.
  So last fall when I signed up for the swim, I was con!-
dent that I could make the distance. The problem, however, 
is not the distance. Nor is it the sharks, popular myth aside 
— there are sharks in San Francisco Bay, but they stay to 
the bottom and aren’t interested in people.
  The swim is dif!cult for two reasons: the current 
and the cold. If you are not strong enough (or not paying 
attention), you can be pushed off course, out toward the 
ocean, missing the entrance to Aquatic Park, where the 
swim ends. Someone would rescue you, of course, but no 
swimmer wants to be rescued; it’s not good for your ego 
to be towed to shore by a kayaker.
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The second factor is the water temperature. The water in 
San Francisco Bay in June is around 60 degrees. To endure 
the cold, most swimmers wear a wetsuit. The organizers of the 
Alcatraz Sharkfest Swim do permit non-wetsuit entrants, but 
they discourage them, and I was willing to be discouraged.  
I am cold in my of!ce in Furman Hall all year round.
I decided to buy a wetsuit, rather than rent, so 
I would have an opportunity to practice in it. I didn’t know 
that trying on a wetsuit is a lot like trying on a wedding dress. 
First, you pick out some possibilities while a salesperson talks 
to you about !t and material, using words you do not under-
stand. Then you go in a little room where you discover, in spite 
of carefully following the salesperson’s instructions, that you 
can’t get into the out!t by yourself.
You manage to get dressed enough that you will not be 
naked in public, then come out for help. The salesperson 
starts to adjust you. People you don’t know come up and offer 
congratulations. They ask questions: When is the big day? 
Where will it be? Is this your !rst? 
Meanwhile, the salesperson manages to zip you in. You feel 
a little light-headed. In the wedding dress, it’s because you’re 
getting married; in the wetsuit, it’s because your chest is being 
compressed and you can’t breathe. Oh, but you look great! You 
look fantastic! You have to buy it!
After buying the wetsuit, I needed to get used to swimming 
in open water. I had only a little open water experience, and  
I wasn’t even sure I could swim in this very tight (though very 
attractive) wetsuit. I learned that the Upstate Triathlon Club 
swims at Lake Hartwell every Wednesday from spring to fall. 
The swims are open to everyone, and they have kayak support.
The first swim was in April. I was nervous. I wore my 
swimsuit out there and struggled into the wetsuit on the beach. 
Once I got in the water, though, I felt !ne. Although my 
triathlete friends had told me that I would love the wetsuit, 
I didn’t care for it much. I learned later that triathletes are not 
usually big swimmers, and they welcome the extra buoyancy 
of the wetsuit. I, on the other hand, swim all the time and 
didn’t like the buoyancy; I felt like I was bouncing on the 
surface like a cork. Still, I was warm, and I could swim, and 
that is what I needed to know. 
When I went back the next week, everything came 
together. It was beautiful on the lake. The sun was starting 
to set, with low clouds. I swam out to the buoys half a mile 
from shore and stopped in the water to look around. 
As I was treading water and looking at the golden clouds, 
I realized that I was unreachable. Whatever disasters were 
occurring on land, whether at work or at home, they were 
not my problem. Other people would have to deal with them; 
where you are. And where I was was amazing. It was cloudy, 
but I could see the buildings of San Francisco sparkling ahead 
of me. There were other heads bobbing in the water, no one 
too close. I followed the pack toward the shore.
But as I got to Aquatic Park, time began to speed up. The 
entrance is made by two curved concrete barriers which form 
a circle with a gap to swim through. People on top of the bar-
riers were cheering for the swimmers. Suddenly the water was 
crowded as we were funneled into the park. I felt some urgency; 
I couldn’t let all these people beat me. At the same time, my 
neck began to sting, and I realized that I had burns from my 
wetsuit. I swam the last yards as hard as I could, hitting people 
and being hit, until my feet touched land and I could stand 
and run onto shore.
And that was it. I found my relatives. I drank hot choco-
late. I struggled out of my wetsuit. We put on clothes and went 
for lunch.
I had a respectable time: 42 minutes, 25 seconds. That 
placed me sixth of 41 in my age group, 49th of 241 female 
!nishers, and 217th of 669 !nishers. This is all good, and 
I am content.
But the joy of swimming is in the swimming, not the 
!nishing time. When I close my eyes, I can see that color, 
the surprising gray-green of the water. And I can feel the 
coolness of the water and the waves. 
Why do the Alcatraz swim? Perhaps the answer is that 
there is something very satisfying about being in the middle 
of the water, far from land, and making it to shore again. |F|
The author has been an English professor at Furman since 1996.
I was in the middle of a lake. It was an amazing feeling 
of freedom. I swam back to shore, took a brief look around, 
and went out for the one-mile loop again. 
At this point, I was completely in love with open water 
swimming. I went every Wednesday I could, even after it got 
too warm to wear a wetsuit and I switched to swimsuit only. 
Spring came and went. There was the usual end-of-the-year 
craziness, with exams and papers and a conference and gradu-
ation all on top of each other. Before long, I was "ying out to 
San Francisco to meet Allison and Michael.
On Saturday morning, June 25, we all woke up well 
before our 5:30 alarm. There was no point in trying to go 
back to sleep. We packed our stuff and headed for Aquatic 
Park, where we checked in and put on our wetsuits.
I felt good about everything until we got on the boat
to head for Alcatraz Island. It was very cold on the deck. 
I was shivering, and my teeth were chattering. It hurt, 
and I was afraid I would grit my teeth so hard that I would 
have a headache before I even started swimming. I was 
worried. If I was that cold on the boat, how cold would 
I be in the water? 
But as we got to the island we went below, where it was 
plenty warm. There is no way for everyone in the race to 
leave from the island — there is no beach — so the !rst 
hurdle is to jump from the boat into the water. The mass 
of people started to move to the doorway. Michael was in 
front of me. He jumped; I jumped. As soon as I hit the 
water, I knew everything was going to be all right. 
The main challenge in the race was disorientation. 
In the chaos, we missed the of!cial starting horn. I was 
slowly swimming with Allison and Michael toward what we 
thought was the starting line when a person in a pink cap 
came barreling by, socking me in the jaw. That seemed to 
be a sign that the race had started, so I picked up the pace 
and headed toward land. 
Every time I came near a kayaker, he or she would yell 
at me, “Go left! Go left!” So I went left. You don’t argue with 
the kayakers, who are volunteering their Saturday morning 
to save your useless butt. I must have been close to the right 
of the pack the whole way, which is not a bad strategy, since 
it was the straightest line toward shore and the shortest course. 
But I risked missing the entrance to Aquatic Park and being 
swept toward the ocean.
And frankly, I had no idea where the entrance was for most 
of the race. I just kept swimming, enjoying every minute of it. 
The water was cool and surprisingly green, a gray-green. There 
were waves — not choppy little lake waves that slap you in 
the face, but big waves that lift you up and give you a view of 
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The author has been an English professor at Furman since 1996.
I was in the middle of a lake. It was an amazing feeling 
of freedom. I swam back to shore, took a brief look around, 
and went out for the one-mile loop again. 
At this point, I was completely in love with open water 
swimming. I went every Wednesday I could, even after it got 
too warm to wear a wetsuit and I switched to swimsuit only. 
Spring came and went. There was the usual end-of-the-year 
craziness, with exams and papers and a conference and gradu-
ation all on top of each other. Before long, I was "ying out to 
San Francisco to meet Allison and Michael.
On Saturday morning, June 25, we all woke up well 
before our 5:30 alarm. There was no point in trying to go 
back to sleep. We packed our stuff and headed for Aquatic 
Park, where we checked in and put on our wetsuits.
I felt good about everything until we got on the boat
to head for Alcatraz Island. It was very cold on the deck. 
I was shivering, and my teeth were chattering. It hurt, 
and I was afraid I would grit my teeth so hard that I would 
have a headache before I even started swimming. I was 
worried. If I was that cold on the boat, how cold would 
I be in the water? 
But as we got to the island we went below, where it was 
plenty warm. There is no way for everyone in the race to 
leave from the island — there is no beach — so the !rst 
hurdle is to jump from the boat into the water. The mass 
of people started to move to the doorway. Michael was in 
front of me. He jumped; I jumped. As soon as I hit the 
water, I knew everything was going to be all right. 
The main challenge in the race was disorientation. 
In the chaos, we missed the of!cial starting horn. I was 
slowly swimming with Allison and Michael toward what we 
thought was the starting line when a person in a pink cap 
came barreling by, socking me in the jaw. That seemed to 
be a sign that the race had started, so I picked up the pace 
and headed toward land. 
Every time I came near a kayaker, he or she would yell 
at me, “Go left! Go left!” So I went left. You don’t argue with 
the kayakers, who are volunteering their Saturday morning 
to save your useless butt. I must have been close to the right 
of the pack the whole way, which is not a bad strategy, since 
it was the straightest line toward shore and the shortest course. 
But I risked missing the entrance to Aquatic Park and being 
swept toward the ocean.
And frankly, I had no idea where the entrance was for most 
of the race. I just kept swimming, enjoying every minute of it. 
The water was cool and surprisingly green, a gray-green. There 
were waves — not choppy little lake waves that slap you in 
the face, but big waves that lift you up and give you a view of 
FURMAN | FALL 2011    2322   FURMAN | FALL 2011  
This is one in a series of articles in which alumni 
describe a favorite Furman mentor. To learn about 
the Furman Standard, a program to honor in"uential 
mentors, contact susan.brady@furman.edu. 
IT WAS THE SPRING OF 1968. I wasn’t sure 
I would ever get out of Furman. My grades were 
OK, but not exceptional.
An English major, I had been persuaded to take 
a course taught by psychology professor Gerda 
McCahan. I was challenged greatly by this course 
in “Psychology of Exceptional Children and 
Youth,” and my grades in it were disheartening.
My personal life was disheartening, too. I was 
a member of the Southern Student Organizing 
Committee [an activist group]. Some of us had 
gone to Martin Luther King’s funeral in Atlanta.
The war in Vietnam was raging. There was 
deep division in the country. Vice President 
Hubert Humphrey came to Furman, and 
I couldn’t decide whether to stand up in 
acclaim for his civil rights record or sit down 
FURMAN HAS ALWAYS TAKEN PRIDE in its 
family atmosphere. In that spirit, the university is 
now offering increased support for alumni whose 
children or grandchildren want to continue the 
family tradition by attending Furman.
Furman is introducing a competitive, Merit-
based Legacy Scholarship to be awarded to !ve 
high school seniors whose parent or grandpar-
ent attended Furman and who have displayed 
exceptional academic ability and distinctive 
personal accomplishments. The Merit-based 
Legacy Scholarship is worth $25,000 annually 
and is renewable.
The selection committee for the scholar-
ship is looking for such qualities as leadership, 
University introduces Merit-based Legacy Scholarship
service, character, creativity and passion. To be 
considered, applicants must complete the Merit-
based Legacy Scholarship application, as well 
as a Furman Admission Network interview 
(see page 30). The deadline for requesting an 
interview is January 15. Additional information 
and a link to the application are available by 
visiting www.furman.edu/scholarship.
Recipients will be noti!ed no later than 
April 1, 2012. 
Also beginning with the Class of 2016, 
Furman will increase, from $5,000 to $10,000, 
the value of the scholarship it awards to each 
accepted legacy student. If the student is eligible 
for any Furman scholarship in excess of the 
amount of the Legacy Scholarship, the higher 
scholarship will be awarded and will replace 
the Legacy Scholarship.
Furman has found that legacy students bring 
unique qualities to the university. Information 
compiled by the Of!ce of Admission con!rms 
that legacies are traditionally strong achievers 
at Furman and are highly competitive in the 
overall application pool — no doubt because 
of their exceptional ancestry.
To learn more about legacy scholarships, contact 
admission@furman.edu.
  
in protest of his acquiescence in President
Johnson’s war policies.
And I was confused about what to do after 
graduation that spring — if I graduated.
All this angst and confusion came to a head 
when I met with Professor McCahan about my 
grades. She gave me a pep talk that worked 
wonders. I went upstairs in the Furman library 
and practically camped out, studying for the 
!nal exam.
My grade on her !nal ensured that I could 
walk across the stage at graduation, and I’m 
forever grateful to her. I still have the course 
textbook, which, like the professor, was a 
repository of wisdom.
Furman wasn’t easy. But it was, for me, an 
invaluable experience.
— BILL HIGGINS 
The author, a 1968 graduate, works with 
Ed’s Editions, a used and collectible books 
store in Columbia, S.C.
One mentor’s in!uence: Gerda McCahan
Furman BECAUSE FURMAN MATTERS
ONE OF THE CHIEF PRIORITIES of 
the !nal phase of the $400 million 
Because Furman Matters Campaign 
is to raise $20 million to strengthen 
the overall student experience. 
Thanks to a $5 million pledge 
from an alumnus who has 
requested anonymity, the 
university is well on its way 
to reaching this goal.
The majority of the gift 
— the largest outright com-
mitment by an individual 
in the university’s history 
— will support the renova-
tion and expansion of the 
University Center and 
strengthen its role as the 
hub of campus activities and 
student involvement. The 
designation for the remain-
der of the $5 million will be 
announced at a later date. 
With the $5 million gift, the 
campaign has reached $340 million 
in commitments.
“This gift gives us great momen-
tum in the concluding phase of our 
campaign and signi!es the tremen-
dous support we enjoy among our 
alumni,” says Rod Smolla, Furman’s 
president. “A major emphasis of the 
campaign is to transform the under-
graduate experience at the univer-
sity, and this generous commitment 
will help us accomplish our goal by 
transforming the University Center 
from a campus crossroads to an 
energized campus destination.”
The redesign of the University 
Center will be geared toward mak-
ing the facility a more central part 
of student life. It will feature greater 
space for student organizations and 
administrative of!ces, an expansion 
of the food court, and the addition 
of a night-time student entertain-
ment club. 
The upgrade to the University 
Center is one of several aspects of 
the campaign’s student experience 
initiative. With a new student life 
master plan as its blueprint, the ini-
tiative calls for additional changes 
to the campus and enhancements 
for speci!c programs. They include:
 ! Developing a freshman 
residential village by recon!guring 
South Housing, the former men’s 
residence halls. The !ve buildings 
that make up the complex (Black-
well, Geer, Manly, McGlothlin, 
Poteat) will be updated, with some 
areas converted to meeting spaces 
and lounges. The quadrangle in the 
center of the complex will be trans-
formed into a student commons 
with seating areas. A new residence 
hall (or halls), "anking a graded and 
leveled E-!eld in front of Blackwell 
Hall, may be added.
 Classroom and advising space 
will be incorporated into South 
Housing to more fully integrate 
the academic and residential lives 
of students. Professors and their 
families will be invited to live in the 
village in an effort to strengthen 
the intellectual and social bonds 
among students and their mentors.
 Similar upgrades are planned 
for Lakeside Housing (the former 
women’s residence halls). Meet-
ing areas and casual spaces will 
be added, and landscaping will 
be reshaped. (Estimated need: 
$10 million.)
 ! Expanding the work of the 
Lilly Center for Vocational Re"ec-
tion (see page 40), which encour-
ages the exploration of ultimate 
questions and concerns in an effort 
to help individuals match their gifts 
and values with the needs of the 
world. The Lilly Center’s programs 
extend to students, faculty, alumni 
and the greater community. (Esti-
mated need: $4 million).
 ! Increasing support for such 
high pro!le student life programs 
as career services, Shucker 
Leadership Institute, 
Heller Service Corps, 
multicultural affairs, club 
and intramural sports, 
and others. (Estimated 
need: $1 million).
 Connie Carson, vice 
president for student life, 
says, “We want to change 
the culture of the campus, 
to blend and bridge 
academics and student 
life. They should meld 
together and complement 
one another.”
Besides student life, the cam-
paign’s concluding phase is 
focusing on three other priority 
areas: reinforcing academic excel-
lence and increasing scholarship 
support, with a goal of $45 million; 
renewing excellence in intercolle-
giate athletics ($20 million); 
and enhancing the university’s 
relationship with the community 
($15 million).
For updates on the campaign, visit 
www.becausefurmanmatters.com.
Record $5 million gift provides major boost to student life initiative
ACADEMIC SUPPORT
STUDENT EXPERIENCE
ATHLETICS 
COMMUNITY
$16,237,000
$45,000,000 
$20,000,000 
 $5,133,000
$20,000,000 
$15,000,000 
 $9,084,000
$7,639,000
Top bar: Commitments to date
Lower bar: Campaign goal
BECAUSE FURMAN MATTERS FINAL PHASE
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A GREENVILLE HUMANITARIAN and an alumnus with 
a long record of service to Baptist causes received major 
honors September 1 at the Opening Convocation of 
the 2011-12 academic year.
Gillaine Warne, an agronomist and native of 
Australia, was awarded a Doctor of Humanities degree 
for her mission work in Haiti. Through Christ Church 
Episcopal in Greenville, she partners with the citizens 
of the Central Plateau, one of Haiti’s poorest regions, 
to promote reforestation, teach the values of sustain-
able agriculture, nutrition and community awareness, 
and help restore hope to the residents of the area that 
in recent years has been devastated by natural disasters.
Glen Adkins ’77 received the Richard Furman 
Baptist Heritage Award, which honors an alumnus 
who re"ects Baptist ideals by thinking critically, living 
compassionately and making life-changing commit-
ments. Adkins has served as a music minister at Baptist 
churches in the Southeast for more than 33 years. Hav-
ing spent 2007-10 in Hungary as a Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship missionary to the heavily persecuted Roma 
Gypsies, he is now minister of worship, music and !ne 
arts at Emerywood Baptist Church in High Point, N.C.
Five members of the Class of 2012 were also hon-
ored at the convocation as Furman Fellows. The fellow-
ships, worth $7,500, are awarded each year to members 
of the senior class who have demonstrated unique 
leadership skills and potential to make a difference in 
the world and in the lives of others. The awards are 
made possible through the generosity of Bob Buckman, 
a Furman trustee, and his wife, Joyce Mollerup.
This year’s recipients are Susan Bitetti, a physics 
major from Norwell, Mass.; Lindsay Harroff, a political 
science/communication studies major from Concord, 
N.C.; Cortney McEniry, a theatre arts major from 
Anderson, S.C.; Michael Sauer, a business administra-
tion major from Richmond, Va.; and Brandon Tensley, 
a political science/German major from Columbia, S.C.
Warne, Adkins honored 
at Opening Convocation
New band uniforms, good food, vintage, Furman-themed cars, and a 26–21 victory 
over Wofford were highlights of Homecoming 2011 October 21-23. This year’s major 
honorees (above, from left) included Laura Waters Hinson ’01, an Oscar-winning 
!lmmaker for “As We Forgive,” the story of reconciliation and renewal in Rwanda, 
Outstanding Young Alumni Award; and 1972 graduates Ty and Sandra Melton Talton, 
Gordon L. Blackwell Alumni Service Award winners for their leadership in establishing 
the Vick Professorship in Music. Honorees who could not attend were Brian Geppi ’04, 
Wayne and Rubye Reid Award recipient for his support of students’ career development, 
and Brad Faxon ’83, an eight-time winner on the PGA Tour, Distinguished Alumni Award. 
Photos by Jeremy Fleming.
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JOHNNIE MAC WALTERS  ’42, Our 
Journey (Stroud & Hall, 2011). The author, 
a retired lawyer and former commissioner 
of the Internal Revenue Service, offers this 
memoir. Starting with his formative years 
near Hartsville, S.C., he recounts his time 
at Furman, his military years and his legal 
career. He describes the journey he and his 
family took from the corporate world to 
Washington, D.C., where from 1971–73 he 
was commissioner of the IRS. A highlight of 
the story is his description of dealing with 
the Nixon White House during the early 
stages of the Watergate scandal — and his 
refusal to politicize the IRS. Fred B. Ugast, 
retired chief judge of the Superior Court 
of the District of Columbia, says Walters’ 
“candid recital of the dif"cult decisions he 
made during his tenure at the Department 
of Justice and the Internal Revenue Service, 
during the political turmoil of the 1970s, 
re!ects his lifelong principles of integrity 
and honesty.” Walters and his wife, Donna, 
live in Greenville.
STEWART SIMMS ’69, Words Not 
Spoken: Understanding the Pastor’s Silent 
Hurts (Yorkshire Publishing, 2011). The 
publisher says, “Ministry can be both a 
great blessing and a source of frustration. 
Although it is a joy to serve God, things 
can happen that wound a pastor deeply. 
With whom does the pastor con"de? Who 
is the pastor’s pastor? Sometimes because 
of embarrassment or fear he tells no one, 
which can lead to serious consequences.” 
Simms, who is pastor of Beech Haven Bap-
tist Church in Athens, Ga., explores these 
issues and offers suggestions about how 
ministers can cope.
Bookmarks: Featuring summaries of recent publications by alumni and faculty
DAVID BROWN ’74, Dirt Roads and  
Daydreams (Wasteland Press, 2011).  
“Fifteen years ago I was diagnosed with  
a cancerous brain tumor,” the author 
writes. “I have been very fortunate and 
have survived what is usually a fatal 
diagnosis. I simply continue to live one day 
at a time, humbly thankful for the gift of 
continued life. I retired in the summer of 
2008 and spent my "rst year of retire-
ment re!ecting on my life. In the process 
I identi"ed "ve important things that have 
sustained me through the easy and not-so-
easy times: faith, family, friends, fun and 
free enterprise. Dirt Roads and Daydreams 
is a collection of true stories and re!ections 
about my Five F’s.” Brown lives in Johns 
Creek, Ga. Visit the author’s website at 
www.dirtroadsanddaydreams.com.
SCOTT WILCHER ’81 (M.A. ’88), The 
Orphaned Generation: The Father’s Heart 
for Connecting Youth and Young Adults 
to Your Church (UpStream Project, 2010). 
The author, who lives in Chesapeake, Va., 
coaches and trains youth and young-adult 
ministry leaders, and also conducts parent-
ing seminars in churches and schools. His 
book examines why young people are 
leaving the church and how churches can 
address the problem. Roy Smith of the 
Norfolk (Va.) Area Baptist Association says, 
“This should be required reading for each 
student ministry, who should then share 
a copy with the senior pastor, who should 
share a copy with every adult in the con-
gregation.” Visit http://scottwilcher.com.
DAVID JORDAN ’82, Subversive Words: 
Biblical Counterpoints to Conventional  
Wisdom (Pure Heart Press, 2011). Bill 
Leonard of Wake Forest University Divinity 
School says, “David Jordan contrasts ‘con-
ventional wisdom’ with ‘biblical wisdom’ 
through an insightful survey of both testa-
ments. Readers are asked to explore the 
implications of ‘Gospel subversion’ for their 
own lives and their response to contempo-
rary culture.” LeDayne McLeese Polaski ’89 
of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North 
America says, “This book is scholarly and 
accessible, open and rewarding. Calling on 
a wealth of scholarship, personal stories 
and pastoral insight, David has a remark-
able ability to make the ancient texts 
relevant to our modern times.” Jordan  
is a minister in Charlotte, N.C. Visit  
www.fromjordansstormybanks.com.
C. MELISSA SNARR ’92, All You That 
Labor: Religion and Ethics in the Living 
Wage Movement (New York University 
Press, 2011). The book analyzes and evalu-
ates the contributions of religious activists 
in the living wage movement. The author, 
associate professor of ethics and society 
and associate dean for academic affairs 
at Vanderbilt University Divinity School, 
interweaves sociological observations with 
ethical assessment, examines how religious 
activists contribute to the economic and 
political needs of low-wage workers and 
their allies, and offers further resources for 
the ongoing development of worker justice 
movements. Kim Bobo, executive director 
of Interfaith Worker Justice, says, “As an 
activist scholar, Snarr bridges the gap that 
often exists between the academy and  
activists. All You That Labor encourages 
and challenges the movement in a refresh-
ingly honest, yet respectful, manner.”
ELLEN CULBERTSON ABRAMO ’00 
(illustrator) and Dana Orr, Fruitful Friends: 
Filled with the Spirit (Fruitful Friends, 2011). 
This children’s book is based on Galatians 
5:22-23. (“But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control.”) It teaches about the nine 
fruits of the Spirit through a rhyming story 
and the use of brightly colored illustrations. 
Abramo and her husband, Don (also Class 
of ’00), are co-principals at Fruitful Friends, 
LLC, along with Orr and her husband. 
Based in Gilbertsville, Pa., the children’s 
ministry and publishing company provides 
support to families and Christian educators. 
Visit www.fruitfulfriends.com. 
FROM FACULTY
AKAN MALICI and Stephen Walker, 
U.S. Presidents and Foreign Policy Mistakes 
(Stanford University Press, 2011). The pub-
lisher says, “Mistakes, in the form of bad 
decisions, are a common feature of every 
presidential administration, and their 
consequences run the gamut from 
unnecessary military spending, to missed
opportunities for foreign policy advantage, 
to needless bloodshed. The authors ana-
lyze a range of presidential decisions made 
in the realm of U.S. foreign policy — with 
a special focus on national security — 
over the past half century, creating a road-
map of the decision process and a guide 
to better foreign policy decision-making 
in the increasingly complex context of 
21st-century international relations.” Philip 
E. Tetlock of the University of Pennsylvania
says, “This book does a superb job of 
integrating historical, game-theoretic, 
and psychological approaches, and of 
deepening our understanding of how to 
avoid miscalculations that can cause 
grievous harm on a massive scale.” Malici 
has taught political science at Furman since 
2005. Walker is an emeritus professor 
at Arizona State University. 
Furman REPORTS
What attracted you to the "eld of psychology? 
I’ve always wanted to know why 
my !fth-grade friend responded 
so negatively to our teacher when 
both he and I where called on for 
our mischievous behavior. In junior 
high, I wondered why every time I 
raised my hand, no matter if it were 
to ask a question or to be excused 
from class, Stanley would immedi-
ately raise his hand. And in high 
school, I questioned why I wanted 
to get the attention of a young lady 
(now my wife) so badly that I was 
willing to walk her to her third 
period class, every day, even though 
my class was on the opposite side of 
the school. So studying the brain 
and behavior in college seemed the 
next logical step.
What’s the best piece of advice (academic or otherwise) you 
ever received? 
Dr. Thomas, a friend and gradu-
ate school mentor, told me to !nd 
a topic to study that would inspire 
me to work as hard as I could while 
smiling, realizing that it’s a privilege 
to have such an opportunity. He 
cautioned me to take time to enjoy 
any accomplishments I may obtain 
but to NEVER become complacent, 
as complacency marks the end  
of aspiration. 
Talk about the work you’ve done with former NFL star Stephen 
Davis’ Big Country Foundation. 
Given the recent 10-year anniver-
sary of 9/11, I’m reminded of how 
the foundation started. Stephen 
played for the Redskins at the time 
and I asked him if he would be  
interested in starting a founda-
tion in the months following the 
tragedy. He agreed and said he 
wanted to raise scholarship funds 
for children directly affected by the 
Pentagon attack. I contacted the 
Pentagon and we started “Rush-
ing for Remembrance,” whereby 
individuals, corporations and small 
businesses donated funds for each 
yard that Stephen rushed for during 
the 2002 season. We sent limos to 
pick up the kids who participated, 
gave them premium seats at a home 
game, and granted them access to 
the sidelines before the game and 
quality time with the players after-
ward. I keep a handwritten thank-
you letter from a parent in my of!ce 
for remembrance. He lost his wife, 
who was one of the "ight attendants 
on the "ight that crashed into the 
Pentagon. Both of his sons where 
touched by our efforts.
If you hadn’t gone into academia, what career do you think you might 
have pursued?
I might have been a sports agent. 
I loved Jerry Maguire! 
Top Advisor: 
Onarae Rice
A Q&A with the psychology 
professor, a recipient of the 2011 
Alester G. Furman, Jr., and 
Janie Earle Furman Award 
for Meritorious Advising.
Hometown: Spartanburg, S.C.
College: Wofford, Class of ’96
Major: Psychology
Arrived at Furman: 2006
As a Wofford graduate, do you have mixed loyalties when  
Furman takes on the Terriers? 
I ABSOLUTELY have mixed feelings 
when Furman plays Wofford. The 
rivalry hasn’t seemed to have grown 
all that much in recent years but 
when I was at Wofford, we always 
circled the Furman game when the 
schedule came out. Nonetheless, I’m 
in the best possible situation. No 
matter who wins, I’m always happy.
Excerpt from a letter nominating Onarae Rice for the award: 
“Not only has he been an advisor, 
but an exceptional mentor as well. 
He has helped me understand what 
it truly means to be a Furman student 
through invaluable advice and direc-
tion. He makes himself available to 
students when needed and helps with 
time management skills, study habits 
and career planning. He is a person 
I can have a dialogue with if I need 
any form of advice. His commit-
ment to advising even extended to 
my parents when they had concerns 
and inquiries about my college life, 
performance and transition into 
the student body.”
JE
RE
M
Y
 F
LE
M
IN
G
FURMAN | FALL 2011    2726   FURMAN | FALL 2011  
JOHNNIE MAC WALTERS  ’42, Our 
Journey (Stroud & Hall, 2011). The author, 
a retired lawyer and former commissioner 
of the Internal Revenue Service, offers this 
memoir. Starting with his formative years 
near Hartsville, S.C., he recounts his time 
at Furman, his military years and his legal 
career. He describes the journey he and his 
family took from the corporate world to 
Washington, D.C., where from 1971–73 he 
was commissioner of the IRS. A highlight of 
the story is his description of dealing with 
the Nixon White House during the early 
stages of the Watergate scandal — and his 
refusal to politicize the IRS. Fred B. Ugast, 
retired chief judge of the Superior Court 
of the District of Columbia, says Walters’ 
“candid recital of the dif"cult decisions he 
made during his tenure at the Department 
of Justice and the Internal Revenue Service, 
during the political turmoil of the 1970s, 
re!ects his lifelong principles of integrity 
and honesty.” Walters and his wife, Donna, 
live in Greenville.
STEWART SIMMS ’69, Words Not 
Spoken: Understanding the Pastor’s Silent 
Hurts (Yorkshire Publishing, 2011). The 
publisher says, “Ministry can be both a 
great blessing and a source of frustration. 
Although it is a joy to serve God, things 
can happen that wound a pastor deeply. 
With whom does the pastor con"de? Who 
is the pastor’s pastor? Sometimes because 
of embarrassment or fear he tells no one, 
which can lead to serious consequences.” 
Simms, who is pastor of Beech Haven Bap-
tist Church in Athens, Ga., explores these 
issues and offers suggestions about how 
ministers can cope.
Bookmarks: Featuring summaries of recent publications by alumni and faculty
DAVID BROWN ’74, Dirt Roads and  
Daydreams (Wasteland Press, 2011).  
“Fifteen years ago I was diagnosed with  
a cancerous brain tumor,” the author 
writes. “I have been very fortunate and 
have survived what is usually a fatal 
diagnosis. I simply continue to live one day 
at a time, humbly thankful for the gift of 
continued life. I retired in the summer of 
2008 and spent my "rst year of retire-
ment re!ecting on my life. In the process 
I identi"ed "ve important things that have 
sustained me through the easy and not-so-
easy times: faith, family, friends, fun and 
free enterprise. Dirt Roads and Daydreams 
is a collection of true stories and re!ections 
about my Five F’s.” Brown lives in Johns 
Creek, Ga. Visit the author’s website at 
www.dirtroadsanddaydreams.com.
SCOTT WILCHER ’81 (M.A. ’88), The 
Orphaned Generation: The Father’s Heart 
for Connecting Youth and Young Adults 
to Your Church (UpStream Project, 2010). 
The author, who lives in Chesapeake, Va., 
coaches and trains youth and young-adult 
ministry leaders, and also conducts parent-
ing seminars in churches and schools. His 
book examines why young people are 
leaving the church and how churches can 
address the problem. Roy Smith of the 
Norfolk (Va.) Area Baptist Association says, 
“This should be required reading for each 
student ministry, who should then share 
a copy with the senior pastor, who should 
share a copy with every adult in the con-
gregation.” Visit http://scottwilcher.com.
DAVID JORDAN ’82, Subversive Words: 
Biblical Counterpoints to Conventional  
Wisdom (Pure Heart Press, 2011). Bill 
Leonard of Wake Forest University Divinity 
School says, “David Jordan contrasts ‘con-
ventional wisdom’ with ‘biblical wisdom’ 
through an insightful survey of both testa-
ments. Readers are asked to explore the 
implications of ‘Gospel subversion’ for their 
own lives and their response to contempo-
rary culture.” LeDayne McLeese Polaski ’89 
of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North 
America says, “This book is scholarly and 
accessible, open and rewarding. Calling on 
a wealth of scholarship, personal stories 
and pastoral insight, David has a remark-
able ability to make the ancient texts 
relevant to our modern times.” Jordan  
is a minister in Charlotte, N.C. Visit  
www.fromjordansstormybanks.com.
C. MELISSA SNARR ’92, All You That 
Labor: Religion and Ethics in the Living 
Wage Movement (New York University 
Press, 2011). The book analyzes and evalu-
ates the contributions of religious activists 
in the living wage movement. The author, 
associate professor of ethics and society 
and associate dean for academic affairs 
at Vanderbilt University Divinity School, 
interweaves sociological observations with 
ethical assessment, examines how religious 
activists contribute to the economic and 
political needs of low-wage workers and 
their allies, and offers further resources for 
the ongoing development of worker justice 
movements. Kim Bobo, executive director 
of Interfaith Worker Justice, says, “As an 
activist scholar, Snarr bridges the gap that 
often exists between the academy and  
activists. All You That Labor encourages 
and challenges the movement in a refresh-
ingly honest, yet respectful, manner.”
ELLEN CULBERTSON ABRAMO ’00 
(illustrator) and Dana Orr, Fruitful Friends: 
Filled with the Spirit (Fruitful Friends, 2011). 
This children’s book is based on Galatians 
5:22-23. (“But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control.”) It teaches about the nine 
fruits of the Spirit through a rhyming story 
and the use of brightly colored illustrations. 
Abramo and her husband, Don (also Class 
of ’00), are co-principals at Fruitful Friends, 
LLC, along with Orr and her husband. 
Based in Gilbertsville, Pa., the children’s 
ministry and publishing company provides 
support to families and Christian educators. 
Visit www.fruitfulfriends.com. 
FROM FACULTY
AKAN MALICI and Stephen Walker, 
U.S. Presidents and Foreign Policy Mistakes 
(Stanford University Press, 2011). The pub-
lisher says, “Mistakes, in the form of bad 
decisions, are a common feature of every 
presidential administration, and their 
consequences run the gamut from 
unnecessary military spending, to missed
opportunities for foreign policy advantage, 
to needless bloodshed. The authors ana-
lyze a range of presidential decisions made 
in the realm of U.S. foreign policy — with 
a special focus on national security — 
over the past half century, creating a road-
map of the decision process and a guide 
to better foreign policy decision-making 
in the increasingly complex context of 
21st-century international relations.” Philip 
E. Tetlock of the University of Pennsylvania
says, “This book does a superb job of 
integrating historical, game-theoretic, 
and psychological approaches, and of 
deepening our understanding of how to 
avoid miscalculations that can cause 
grievous harm on a massive scale.” Malici 
has taught political science at Furman since 
2005. Walker is an emeritus professor 
at Arizona State University. 
Furman REPORTS
What attracted you to the "eld of psychology? 
I’ve always wanted to know why 
my !fth-grade friend responded 
so negatively to our teacher when 
both he and I where called on for 
our mischievous behavior. In junior 
high, I wondered why every time I 
raised my hand, no matter if it were 
to ask a question or to be excused 
from class, Stanley would immedi-
ately raise his hand. And in high 
school, I questioned why I wanted 
to get the attention of a young lady 
(now my wife) so badly that I was 
willing to walk her to her third 
period class, every day, even though 
my class was on the opposite side of 
the school. So studying the brain 
and behavior in college seemed the 
next logical step.
What’s the best piece of advice (academic or otherwise) you 
ever received? 
Dr. Thomas, a friend and gradu-
ate school mentor, told me to !nd 
a topic to study that would inspire 
me to work as hard as I could while 
smiling, realizing that it’s a privilege 
to have such an opportunity. He 
cautioned me to take time to enjoy 
any accomplishments I may obtain 
but to NEVER become complacent, 
as complacency marks the end  
of aspiration. 
Talk about the work you’ve done with former NFL star Stephen 
Davis’ Big Country Foundation. 
Given the recent 10-year anniver-
sary of 9/11, I’m reminded of how 
the foundation started. Stephen 
played for the Redskins at the time 
and I asked him if he would be  
interested in starting a founda-
tion in the months following the 
tragedy. He agreed and said he 
wanted to raise scholarship funds 
for children directly affected by the 
Pentagon attack. I contacted the 
Pentagon and we started “Rush-
ing for Remembrance,” whereby 
individuals, corporations and small 
businesses donated funds for each 
yard that Stephen rushed for during 
the 2002 season. We sent limos to 
pick up the kids who participated, 
gave them premium seats at a home 
game, and granted them access to 
the sidelines before the game and 
quality time with the players after-
ward. I keep a handwritten thank-
you letter from a parent in my of!ce 
for remembrance. He lost his wife, 
who was one of the "ight attendants 
on the "ight that crashed into the 
Pentagon. Both of his sons where 
touched by our efforts.
If you hadn’t gone into academia, what career do you think you might 
have pursued?
I might have been a sports agent. 
I loved Jerry Maguire! 
Top Advisor: 
Onarae Rice
A Q&A with the psychology 
professor, a recipient of the 2011 
Alester G. Furman, Jr., and 
Janie Earle Furman Award 
for Meritorious Advising.
Hometown: Spartanburg, S.C.
College: Wofford, Class of ’96
Major: Psychology
Arrived at Furman: 2006
As a Wofford graduate, do you have mixed loyalties when  
Furman takes on the Terriers? 
I ABSOLUTELY have mixed feelings 
when Furman plays Wofford. The 
rivalry hasn’t seemed to have grown 
all that much in recent years but 
when I was at Wofford, we always 
circled the Furman game when the 
schedule came out. Nonetheless, I’m 
in the best possible situation. No 
matter who wins, I’m always happy.
Excerpt from a letter nominating Onarae Rice for the award: 
“Not only has he been an advisor, 
but an exceptional mentor as well. 
He has helped me understand what 
it truly means to be a Furman student 
through invaluable advice and direc-
tion. He makes himself available to 
students when needed and helps with 
time management skills, study habits 
and career planning. He is a person 
I can have a dialogue with if I need 
any form of advice. His commit-
ment to advising even extended to 
my parents when they had concerns 
and inquiries about my college life, 
performance and transition into 
the student body.”
JE
RE
M
Y
 F
LE
M
IN
G
FURMAN | FALL 2011    2928   FURMAN | FALL 2011  
Your predecessor at Furman, Walter Cottingham, was a
legend. Now you’ve been here 
longer than he was. How did it 
feel stepping into those shoes? 
It’s hard to believe I’m in my 28th 
year at Furman. From day one, 
Harry Shucker, the vice president 
for student services who hired me, 
did everything he could to help me 
succeed in replacing Walter, who 
was admired by the entire Furman 
family. When I introduced myself to 
the faculty and staff, they would tell 
me all about Walter — a man who 
was gentle, compassionate, upstand-
ing, and always smiling or whistling. 
So I was not about to let anyone 
down. Walter would often ride his 
bike to campus. He loved to stop 
and watch the intramural games, 
and we would chat on occasion. 
He would always praise me for the 
work I was doing. I believe he would 
be happy with how the program has 
gone over the past 28 years.
What’s the most common question you get from 
students during the advising process, 
and how do you typically respond? 
“Is he/she a hard/good professor?”  
My response: You are capable of 
doing the work or you would not 
be at Furman. Some professors will 
challenge you more than others. 
It is better to be challenged than 
to skate through, because you never 
know what the next class may bring. 
It is better to be overprepared. 
During your days as a bellhop, did you ever sneak onto the Furman 
campus with a bucket of Citadel blue 
paint? Or support those who did? 
Bellhop? I object to that insensitive, 
politically incorrect word. But I can 
honestly say that the !rst time 
I stepped on the Furman campus 
was when I interviewed in May 
of 1984. I do remember some 
classmates going to Furman 
intending to paint the buildings. 
They were caught, received 120 
tours (120 hours of marching with  
a ri"e) and were con!ned to campus 
for 12 weeks. Had I been asked, 
I believe I would have joined in, 
given the bitter rivalry between the 
schools in the 1970s. I am proud 
to say, though, that I wrote The 
Citadel president to admonish the 
cadets who painted the Furman 
football !eld in the late ’80s. The 
actions of any cadet are a re"ection 
on all Citadel graduates. 
Top Advisor: 
Owen McFadden
A Q&A with Furman’s 
director of recreational  
sports, a recipient of the 2011 
Alester G. Furman, Jr., and 
Janie Earle Furman Award
for Meritorious Advising.
Hometown: Bethlehem, Pa.
College: The Citadel, Class of ’77 
Major: Physical education
Arrived at Furman: 1984
As a student, did you have an academic advisor who was 
especially effective? What did you 
learn from him or her? 
I had great advisors at every 
level of my educational pursuits. 
I learned !rst to trust their advice 
because it was based on their 
educational and life experiences. 
As we gained con!dence in one 
another, they would listen to me 
and help guide me along my 
career path.
If you hadn’t gone into college work, what career might you 
have pursued? 
If NCIS had been on television 
when I was in college, I believe 
I would have pursued a career in
the military and then tried for 
a career as a federal agent.
Excerpt from a letter nominating Owen McFadden for the award:
“Over the years he has become 
synonymous with Furman, with 
good advising, and with being there 
for students when they most need 
someone. His full-time position as 
director of recreational sports does 
not really require him to advise 
students, and yet he voluntarily 
takes on a large number of !rst- 
and second-year advisees and 
advises the Delta Delta Delta 
sorority. He is the most commit-
ted advisor I know. He emphasizes 
scholarship — and gets results.”
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Furman ATHLETICS
YOU CAN LAUGH. Erika Shaver 
doesn’t mind. In fact, she thinks it’s 
kind of funny, too — even now that 
it’s a very serious focus of her life.
Such is the fate of the race  
walker (and yes, it’s two words
according to the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation),  
who almost universally elicits 
snickers from people who witness 
the decidedly unusual movement 
for the !rst time. 
“It looks funny. When I !rst started I thought it was funny. I didn’t 
want to do it,” Shaver admits. “But there’s something about it I just really 
like. People don’t get it. They watch it, and they’re like, why don’t you just 
run? If you were a swimmer, why would you do a butter"y instead of a free-
style? It’s just a different event.”
Perhaps race walking amuses us because the very concept of walking 
when you’re racing is counterintuitive, and race walking only undermines 
itself further by not looking very much like walking, anyway. The rules call 
for a speci!c form — one foot must be on the ground at all times, and the 
front leg must be straight when it lands. To the untrained eye, the com-
petitors appear to be trying to reset a dislocated hip. 
Shaver, however, sees only beauty in master race walkers. “For me 
it’s a lot more challenging than running is,” she says. “When you !rst start 
out it’s the technique, trying to keep that for the distance. It’s de!nitely 
hard, especially when it comes down to the end of the race. You’re tired. 
When you watch people who are really great at race walking, though, 
they’re just "ying. To me I just think it’s really pretty.”
Maybe, if you’re open-minded enough, you’ll learn to see the same  
thing. Perhaps you’ll even catch sight of the Furman sophomore at the  
2016 Olympics, wearing the colors of Team USA. 
Shaver didn’t take up the sport until late 2008, but she is already one 
of the country’s best in her age group (she’s 19). Last February she set a 
personal record with a !rst-place time of 52:36 in the 10-kilometer race 
at the U.S. team trials to qualify for the national squad that competed the 
next month at the Pan American Race Walk Cup in Medellin, Columbia. 
There she was the top U.S. racer and !nished 13th out of 21 competitors 
from countries throughout the Americas. “USA Track and Field paid for 
the travel and food. It was all covered. I got to wear a Team USA uniform. 
We got warm-up jackets and everything,” Shaver says. “It was really cool.”
Deadpan walking: 
Shaver sets sights 
on 2016 Olympics
In June she was one of the top two !nishers at the Junior Nationals 
in Eugene, Ore., although her time of 53:20.06 was just short of qualifying 
her for the Pan American Track and Field Cup. Now it’s time to step up 
(pun intended) to the 20K raced by adults.
“I’ve pretty much done all the races I’m going to do as a junior, so I’m 
going to start working on the 20K. I actually did my !rst one in May, and 
it went pretty well,” Shaver says. “I ended up walking an hour and 55.”
She’ll have to get down to 1:48 to reach the Olympic Trials and 1:38 
for the Games themselves, so she knows that London 2012 “might be 
a little too much of a stretch.” But she and her coach, Ian Whatley, 
are serious about Rio de Janeiro in 2016.
An Englishman who lives in Greer, S.C., Whatley was a college team-
mate of track legend Sebastian Coe and has been a world-class race walker 
for decades. He says that Shaver has the right kind of body for the sport, 
but he is even more impressed by her mental dedication to solitary training.
Still, Shaver’s participation on the Furman cross country team has been 
critical to her well-being. Race walking is not recognized by the NCAA, but 
Shaver, a native of Dayton, Ohio, was drawn to Furman and former coach 
Gene Mullin’s offer to help her in any way he could. “The coaches here 
have been fabulous, and they’ve supported me. That was my biggest worry,” 
she says. “It’s been great to be a part of a team.”
Whatley adds, “Doing something that looks a little odd all by yourself all 
over campus is a terribly stressful place for a freshman. So we thought being 
a ‘walk-on’ to the cross country team would be a good place to be.
“I look forward to seeing two years from now, three years from now, 
how fast she can go. I think she has more potential than she wants to 
admit, but she’ll get all excited and nervous if she hears how fast I think 
she can go. So we won’t do that.”
— RON WAGNER
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To see Erika in 
action, scan here 
with your smart 
phone or click the 
YouTube link at 
www.furman.edu
and scroll down 
the list of videos.
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Your predecessor at Furman, Walter Cottingham, was a
legend. Now you’ve been here 
longer than he was. How did it 
feel stepping into those shoes? 
It’s hard to believe I’m in my 28th 
year at Furman. From day one, 
Harry Shucker, the vice president 
for student services who hired me, 
did everything he could to help me 
succeed in replacing Walter, who 
was admired by the entire Furman 
family. When I introduced myself to 
the faculty and staff, they would tell 
me all about Walter — a man who 
was gentle, compassionate, upstand-
ing, and always smiling or whistling. 
So I was not about to let anyone 
down. Walter would often ride his 
bike to campus. He loved to stop 
and watch the intramural games, 
and we would chat on occasion. 
He would always praise me for the 
work I was doing. I believe he would 
be happy with how the program has 
gone over the past 28 years.
What’s the most common question you get from 
students during the advising process, 
and how do you typically respond? 
“Is he/she a hard/good professor?”  
My response: You are capable of 
doing the work or you would not 
be at Furman. Some professors will 
challenge you more than others. 
It is better to be challenged than 
to skate through, because you never 
know what the next class may bring. 
It is better to be overprepared. 
During your days as a bellhop, did you ever sneak onto the Furman 
campus with a bucket of Citadel blue 
paint? Or support those who did? 
Bellhop? I object to that insensitive, 
politically incorrect word. But I can 
honestly say that the !rst time 
I stepped on the Furman campus 
was when I interviewed in May 
of 1984. I do remember some 
classmates going to Furman 
intending to paint the buildings. 
They were caught, received 120 
tours (120 hours of marching with  
a ri"e) and were con!ned to campus 
for 12 weeks. Had I been asked, 
I believe I would have joined in, 
given the bitter rivalry between the 
schools in the 1970s. I am proud 
to say, though, that I wrote The 
Citadel president to admonish the 
cadets who painted the Furman 
football !eld in the late ’80s. The 
actions of any cadet are a re"ection 
on all Citadel graduates. 
Top Advisor: 
Owen McFadden
A Q&A with Furman’s 
director of recreational  
sports, a recipient of the 2011 
Alester G. Furman, Jr., and 
Janie Earle Furman Award
for Meritorious Advising.
Hometown: Bethlehem, Pa.
College: The Citadel, Class of ’77 
Major: Physical education
Arrived at Furman: 1984
As a student, did you have an academic advisor who was 
especially effective? What did you 
learn from him or her? 
I had great advisors at every 
level of my educational pursuits. 
I learned !rst to trust their advice 
because it was based on their 
educational and life experiences. 
As we gained con!dence in one 
another, they would listen to me 
and help guide me along my 
career path.
If you hadn’t gone into college work, what career might you 
have pursued? 
If NCIS had been on television 
when I was in college, I believe 
I would have pursued a career in
the military and then tried for 
a career as a federal agent.
Excerpt from a letter nominating Owen McFadden for the award:
“Over the years he has become 
synonymous with Furman, with 
good advising, and with being there 
for students when they most need 
someone. His full-time position as 
director of recreational sports does 
not really require him to advise 
students, and yet he voluntarily 
takes on a large number of !rst- 
and second-year advisees and 
advises the Delta Delta Delta 
sorority. He is the most commit-
ted advisor I know. He emphasizes 
scholarship — and gets results.”
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YOU CAN LAUGH. Erika Shaver 
doesn’t mind. In fact, she thinks it’s 
kind of funny, too — even now that 
it’s a very serious focus of her life.
Such is the fate of the race  
walker (and yes, it’s two words
according to the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation),  
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snickers from people who witness 
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for the !rst time. 
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run? If you were a swimmer, why would you do a butter"y instead of a free-
style? It’s just a different event.”
Perhaps race walking amuses us because the very concept of walking 
when you’re racing is counterintuitive, and race walking only undermines 
itself further by not looking very much like walking, anyway. The rules call 
for a speci!c form — one foot must be on the ground at all times, and the 
front leg must be straight when it lands. To the untrained eye, the com-
petitors appear to be trying to reset a dislocated hip. 
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it’s a lot more challenging than running is,” she says. “When you !rst start 
out it’s the technique, trying to keep that for the distance. It’s de!nitely 
hard, especially when it comes down to the end of the race. You’re tired. 
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they’re just "ying. To me I just think it’s really pretty.”
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thing. Perhaps you’ll even catch sight of the Furman sophomore at the  
2016 Olympics, wearing the colors of Team USA. 
Shaver didn’t take up the sport until late 2008, but she is already one 
of the country’s best in her age group (she’s 19). Last February she set a 
personal record with a !rst-place time of 52:36 in the 10-kilometer race 
at the U.S. team trials to qualify for the national squad that competed the 
next month at the Pan American Race Walk Cup in Medellin, Columbia. 
There she was the top U.S. racer and !nished 13th out of 21 competitors 
from countries throughout the Americas. “USA Track and Field paid for 
the travel and food. It was all covered. I got to wear a Team USA uniform. 
We got warm-up jackets and everything,” Shaver says. “It was really cool.”
Deadpan walking: 
Shaver sets sights 
on 2016 Olympics
In June she was one of the top two !nishers at the Junior Nationals 
in Eugene, Ore., although her time of 53:20.06 was just short of qualifying 
her for the Pan American Track and Field Cup. Now it’s time to step up 
(pun intended) to the 20K raced by adults.
“I’ve pretty much done all the races I’m going to do as a junior, so I’m 
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it went pretty well,” Shaver says. “I ended up walking an hour and 55.”
She’ll have to get down to 1:48 to reach the Olympic Trials and 1:38 
for the Games themselves, so she knows that London 2012 “might be 
a little too much of a stretch.” But she and her coach, Ian Whatley, 
are serious about Rio de Janeiro in 2016.
An Englishman who lives in Greer, S.C., Whatley was a college team-
mate of track legend Sebastian Coe and has been a world-class race walker 
for decades. He says that Shaver has the right kind of body for the sport, 
but he is even more impressed by her mental dedication to solitary training.
Still, Shaver’s participation on the Furman cross country team has been 
critical to her well-being. Race walking is not recognized by the NCAA, but 
Shaver, a native of Dayton, Ohio, was drawn to Furman and former coach 
Gene Mullin’s offer to help her in any way he could. “The coaches here 
have been fabulous, and they’ve supported me. That was my biggest worry,” 
she says. “It’s been great to be a part of a team.”
Whatley adds, “Doing something that looks a little odd all by yourself all 
over campus is a terribly stressful place for a freshman. So we thought being 
a ‘walk-on’ to the cross country team would be a good place to be.
“I look forward to seeing two years from now, three years from now, 
how fast she can go. I think she has more potential than she wants to 
admit, but she’ll get all excited and nervous if she hears how fast I think 
she can go. So we won’t do that.”
— RON WAGNER
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action, scan here 
with your smart 
phone or click the 
YouTube link at 
www.furman.edu
and scroll down 
the list of videos.
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Furman ALUMNI NEWS
LAST FALL President Rod 
Smolla  presented the Of"ce 
of Admission with a compelling 
challenge: create an interna-
tional army of volunteers to 
help recruit the university’s 
future students.
Meeting this challenge 
was no small undertaking. But 
when we put out the call, more 
than 700 eager volunteers 
answered, and the Furman Admission Network — 
or FAN — was running full tilt.  
FAN consists of Furman alumni and parents who  
donate their time and talents to connect with prospec-
tive students through interviews, college fairs, special 
events and telephone campaigns. In short, FAN  
members serve as ambassadors for Furman in their  
communities — and as extra eyes and ears for the 
Admission Of"ce.
With the help of these volunteers, Furman was 
able — for the "rst time — to offer each applicant for 
the Class of 2015 the opportunity to have a personal 
interview with a Furman representative. Thanks to FAN 
members’ !exibility and support, nearly 1,000 applicants 
bene"ted from an interview. For a program in its inau-
gural stages, this was a fantastic outcome.
The development of the FAN initiative supports 
Admission’s growing efforts to personalize the recruiting 
process, develop a more holistic review of applicants, 
and boost the diversity of the applicant pool. In 
exchange, prospective students — many of whom live 
far from Greenville and are unable to visit the campus 
— can still enjoy a conversation with a card-carrying 
member of the Furman family.
BECOME PART OF THE FURMAN ADMISSION NETWORK .........................................................................................................................................................
FAN interviews are usually conducted in person, 
in an informal setting. They can also be done over the 
phone or via Skype. Following each interview, FAN 
members complete an online evaluation that becomes 
part of the student’s application "le.
For the Admission Committee, FAN evaluations 
provide the kind of insight into a student’s character  
and personality that is not always apparent from 
a paper application. For the students, the one-on-one 
visits breathe life into the stories, pictures and facts  
on Furman brochures and foster a personal connec-
tion with the university. The interviews also offer the 
students the chance to speak from the heart about 
their interests, dreams and aspirations.
It’s a powerful recruiting tool. Indeed, a number
of students in the Class of 2015 said that their FAN 
interviewer made the difference in their decision to 
enroll at Furman.
Among the shining "rst-year stars of the FAN pro-
gram were parent Chris Henson of Columbus, Ga., who 
interviewed seven students; Richard Bowers ’64, who 
traveled more than two hours from his home in Corpus 
Christi, Texas, to conduct an interview with an interna-
tional applicant; and Jessie Phillips ’05, who conducted 
four interviews in China, where she was attending 
graduate school.
The FAN program is already one of the most exciting 
developments at Furman in recent years, and the Admis-
sion staff is grateful for the interest and support demon-
strated by Furman’s alumni and parents. In return, FAN 
members get an inside look into the university’s recruit-
ing process, connect with alumni and parents and, most 
importantly, play a key role in molding Furman’s future.
But FAN can use more help.
Whether you’re young or old, city-dweller or subur-
ban homeowner, CEO or stay-at-home-mom, FAN needs 
you. In the coming years interview requests are expected 
to skyrocket, so enthusiastic interviewers are needed 
around the globe. The Of"ce of Admission can also use 
additional help with college fairs, special events and 
telephone campaigns.
To apply, visit http://community.furman.edu and sign 
up for the Furman Engage Community. On the right side 
of the Engage Community home page, a box that says 
“Want to be a FAN Member?” will appear. Click “Yes!” 
and follow the prompts.
Even if you can’t commit to joining FAN at this time, 
we hope that all alumni and parents consider them-
selves ambassadors for Furman. In that vein we encour-
age you to take advantage of any and every opportunity 
to talk with prospective students about the university.
As Alumni Association president Chris Brown ’89 
wrote in the summer Furman magazine, “All of us 
can support Furman’s recruitment efforts because we 
are some of the best recruiters Furman could have. By 
sharing our stories with prospective students and their 
parents, we can personalize the Furman experience and 
provide insight and understanding they can’t get from 
anyone else.”
— KRISTEN FISCHER ANTHONY
The author, a 2005 graduate, joined the Admission 
staff in 2010 as manager of the FAN program. Contact 
her at kristen.anthony@furman.edu.
54
John Cothran of Greenville has received 
the Distinguished Alumni Award from the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Coordinating 
Council. John has been a part of CBF since 
its inception in 1990. He was on the organi-
zation’s interim steering committee, chaired 
the "nance committee, and was a member 
of the "rst global missions ministry group. 
He has spent several terms on the board 
of the CBF Foundation and served as the 
group’s moderator.
68
Jim Childress is chief executive of"cer 
and chairman of Genesis Homes, a non- 
pro"t that works to provide affordable 
housing for families in Greenville. 
71
Lillian Brock Flemming, vice mayor pro 
tem of Greenville, recently marked her 30th
year as a member of City Council. She is a 
professional employment recruiter for the 
School District of Greenville County,  
a former member of the Furman board of 
trustees, and a recipient of the university’s 
Richard Furman Baptist Heritage Award.
73
Alan Harvey of Avondale Estates, Ga., 
has been elected "rst vice president/
president elect of the Georgia Council  
of Magistrate Court Judges. He is a mem-
ber of the Judicial Council of Georgia.
James Popp, a member of the Ledyard 
(Conn.) High School Class of ’69, is among 
the "rst six inductees into the Ledyard 
Football Hall of Fame. James played line-
backer at Furman and was named to the 
All-Southern Conference team in 1972. 
He is a database administrator at the 
University of Virginia.  
Jerry Wickliffe of Cordele, Ga., has been 
nominated to the Georgia Sports Hall of 
Fame as the "rst inductee for racquetball. 
He has won 14 state titles and 10 regional 
titles and has won every state age group 
title since age 25.
CLASS NOTES, FALL 2011 ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
MARRIAGE: Kathy Norris Paige and 
Richard Lynton Grif!n ’74, June 18. 
Kathy is an ADEPT team leader with Green-
ville County Schools. Richard is the principal 
at Northwood Middle School. 
74
Dianne Martin, an internist and infec-
tious disease specialist at Washington  
Hospital in Fremont, Calif., was chosen the 
2011 Best Doctor in Fremont by the readers 
of the weekly Fremont Bulletin and the daily 
Argus newspaper.
MARRIAGE: Bob Farnsworth and Mary 
Barret Gillum, July 23. They live in Nashville, 
Tenn.
75
Tom Faber recently accepted a faculty  
appointment to the Department of 
Neurology at the University of South 
Carolina School of Medicine in Columbia. 
His research centers on novel approaches 
to mitigation of neuronal injury in acute 
traumatic brain injury. 
Rich Wedemeyer won the 2011 Great 
Ideas for Teaching Award from the Okla-
homa Association of Community Colleges. 
He is a professor of psychology at Rose 
State College in Oklahoma City.
76
Robert Harris of Durham, N.C., has 
received Patent No. 7,942,795 for a device 
that facilitates a variety of stretching and 
toning exercises. 
Ann Harris Rybolt of Hixson, Tenn., has 
joined the Alexian Brothers Program of All-
Inclusive Care for the Elderly, which serves 
the senior citizens of Hamilton County.
77
NEXT REUNION IN 2012
Thomas E. Reynolds, an attorney with 
Haskell Slaughter Young & Rediker, LLC, in 
Birmingham, Ala., is included in the 2012 
edition of The Best Lawyers in America. 
79
Jay Cory became president and chief  
executive of"cer of the Phoenix (Ariz.) 
Rescue Mission on September 1. He had 
previously spent almost 17 years with 
Atlanta Union Mission.
 
80
MARRIAGE: Constance Peterson 
and Douglas Benson, March 26. Connie 
is director of recreation at George Mason 
University in Fairfax, Va.
81
Cinthia Milner completed an internship 
with WNC Magazine in Asheville, N.C.,  
and now works as a freelance writer.  
She recently earned an associate degree  
in horticulture sciences from Haywood 
Community College.
Col. A. Kent Schweikert of Burke, Va., 
has retired after 32 years in the U.S. Army. 
He commanded more than 19,200 soldiers 
during combat and reconstruction opera-
tions in Afghanistan and culminated his 
career as the executive to the assistant to 
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
83
Paul D. Foster of West Chester, Pa.,  
has been named global head of consultant 
relations and managing director at Turner 
Investments, an employee-owned "rm 
based in Berwyn, Pa. Paul was most recently 
with Delaware Investments, where he was 
vice president of consultant relations. He is  
a Charter Financial Analyst Charterholder 
and a member of the CFA Society of Phila-
delphia and the Association of Investment 
Management Sales Executives.
Cara Presseau is a lead system architect 
with Pegasystems in Cambridge, Mass. 
Pegasystems is a leader in business process 
management and a provider of customer 
relationship management solutions. 
 
84
C. Stuart Mauney, an attorney with the 
Greenville "rm of Gallivan, White & Boyd 
PA, has been designated as a state chair for 
the Council on Litigation Management. Its 
goals are to create a common interest in the 
representation by "rms of companies, and 
to promote and further the highest stan-
dards of litigation management in pursuit  
of client defense.
BIRTH: Christopher and Balbeer 
Sihra Bourne, twins, a son, Evan, and a 
daughter, Anya, May 20, 2010. Christopher 
recently retired from the U.S. Marine Corps. 
They live in Greenville.
86
James H. Mason has been promoted to 
brigadier general in the U.S. Army Reserve. 
He lives in Raymond, Miss.
MARRIAGE: Leah Rogers Greene and 
Robert Chandler Foster, June 25. They live in 
Anderson, S.C. 
88
Lance Richey is an associate professor  
of theology at the University of Saint Francis 
in Fort Wayne, Ind.
91
Randall David Cook’s one-act play 
“Third Finger, Left Hand” kicked off the 
2011–12 Black Box Late Night Series at 
Trustus Theatre in Columbia, S.C., in Sep-
tember. The theatre also staged a reading  
of his full-length play “Southern Discom-
fort.” Randall is a native of the Columbia 
area who now lives in New York City, where 
he is the resident playwright of Gotham 
Stage Company and a member of the 
Dramatists Guild.
Christopher “Topper” Doehring  
of Zionsville, Ind., vice president of medical 
affairs for Franciscan/St. Francis Hospital, 
has earned a master’s degree in medical 
management from Carnegie Mellon  
University.
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members’ !exibility and support, nearly 1,000 applicants 
bene"ted from an interview. For a program in its inau-
gural stages, this was a fantastic outcome.
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far from Greenville and are unable to visit the campus 
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in an informal setting. They can also be done over the 
phone or via Skype. Following each interview, FAN 
members complete an online evaluation that becomes 
part of the student’s application "le.
For the Admission Committee, FAN evaluations 
provide the kind of insight into a student’s character  
and personality that is not always apparent from 
a paper application. For the students, the one-on-one 
visits breathe life into the stories, pictures and facts  
on Furman brochures and foster a personal connec-
tion with the university. The interviews also offer the 
students the chance to speak from the heart about 
their interests, dreams and aspirations.
It’s a powerful recruiting tool. Indeed, a number
of students in the Class of 2015 said that their FAN 
interviewer made the difference in their decision to 
enroll at Furman.
Among the shining "rst-year stars of the FAN pro-
gram were parent Chris Henson of Columbus, Ga., who 
interviewed seven students; Richard Bowers ’64, who 
traveled more than two hours from his home in Corpus 
Christi, Texas, to conduct an interview with an interna-
tional applicant; and Jessie Phillips ’05, who conducted 
four interviews in China, where she was attending 
graduate school.
The FAN program is already one of the most exciting 
developments at Furman in recent years, and the Admis-
sion staff is grateful for the interest and support demon-
strated by Furman’s alumni and parents. In return, FAN 
members get an inside look into the university’s recruit-
ing process, connect with alumni and parents and, most 
importantly, play a key role in molding Furman’s future.
But FAN can use more help.
Whether you’re young or old, city-dweller or subur-
ban homeowner, CEO or stay-at-home-mom, FAN needs 
you. In the coming years interview requests are expected 
to skyrocket, so enthusiastic interviewers are needed 
around the globe. The Of"ce of Admission can also use 
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to talk with prospective students about the university.
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the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
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Paul D. Foster of West Chester, Pa.,  
has been named global head of consultant 
relations and managing director at Turner 
Investments, an employee-owned "rm 
based in Berwyn, Pa. Paul was most recently 
with Delaware Investments, where he was 
vice president of consultant relations. He is  
a Charter Financial Analyst Charterholder 
and a member of the CFA Society of Phila-
delphia and the Association of Investment 
Management Sales Executives.
Cara Presseau is a lead system architect 
with Pegasystems in Cambridge, Mass. 
Pegasystems is a leader in business process 
management and a provider of customer 
relationship management solutions. 
 
84
C. Stuart Mauney, an attorney with the 
Greenville "rm of Gallivan, White & Boyd 
PA, has been designated as a state chair for 
the Council on Litigation Management. Its 
goals are to create a common interest in the 
representation by "rms of companies, and 
to promote and further the highest stan-
dards of litigation management in pursuit  
of client defense.
BIRTH: Christopher and Balbeer 
Sihra Bourne, twins, a son, Evan, and a 
daughter, Anya, May 20, 2010. Christopher 
recently retired from the U.S. Marine Corps. 
They live in Greenville.
86
James H. Mason has been promoted to 
brigadier general in the U.S. Army Reserve. 
He lives in Raymond, Miss.
MARRIAGE: Leah Rogers Greene and 
Robert Chandler Foster, June 25. They live in 
Anderson, S.C. 
88
Lance Richey is an associate professor  
of theology at the University of Saint Francis 
in Fort Wayne, Ind.
91
Randall David Cook’s one-act play 
“Third Finger, Left Hand” kicked off the 
2011–12 Black Box Late Night Series at 
Trustus Theatre in Columbia, S.C., in Sep-
tember. The theatre also staged a reading  
of his full-length play “Southern Discom-
fort.” Randall is a native of the Columbia 
area who now lives in New York City, where 
he is the resident playwright of Gotham 
Stage Company and a member of the 
Dramatists Guild.
Christopher “Topper” Doehring  
of Zionsville, Ind., vice president of medical 
affairs for Franciscan/St. Francis Hospital, 
has earned a master’s degree in medical 
management from Carnegie Mellon  
University.
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MARRIAGE: Brandis Couch Timmons 
and John Roberts, September 2. John serves 
as director of internal and electronic com-
munications and as rugby coach at Furman. 
Brandi works with the university’s Web 
development team.
BIRTH: John and Kathryn Gibson 
Taylor, a son, Charles James, July 6.  
They live in Charlotte, N.C.
92
NEXT REUNION IN 2012
Katie Clerkin Benston has been named 
chief program of"cer for Care Ring, a non-
pro"t healthcare agency in Charlotte, N.C. 
She was previously with Hospice & Palliative 
Care-Charlotte region.
Nancy van Luyn Oglesby, deputy 
commonwealth’s attorney for Goochland 
County in Virginia, was named the 2011 
Distinguished Juvenile and Domestic Rela-
tions Court Prosecutor by the state’s  
Association of Commonwealth’s Attorneys.
93
R. Kevin Johnson is a contributing editor 
to the four-volume Encyclopedia of Christian 
Civilization, for which he wrote articles 
related to worship, liturgy and music history. 
Kevin is a freelance author and a resident in 
pastoral care at Columbia University in New 
York City.
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Greg and Susan Flowers Elliott have 
moved to the Philippines. Greg is the mining 
and metals operations manager for Fluor 
Corporation’s Manila of"ce.
Greg McGann (M.A.) of Lopatcong Town-
ship, N.J., has been named superintendent 
of Alpha School in Phillipsburg, N.J. Greg 
has 28 years of teaching and administrative 
experience, and was previously director of 
human resources in the Roxbury Township 
School District.
ADOPTION: Claude and Jewel Giesy 
McRoberts, a son, Isaac Luke, born 
February 27, 2010, in Daegu, South Korea; 
adopted March 22, 2011. They live in  
Millington, Tenn.
95
Glenn and Heather Willis Allen 
have taken positions at the University of 
Wisconsin in Madison. Heather is assistant 
professor of French, and Glenn is a bio- 
statistician in the Health Innovation Program 
in the School of Medicine.
Nancy Fullbright of Savannah, Ga., 
has joined the corporate communications 
department of Gulfstream Aerospace. She 
previously worked with the Georgia Tech 
Research News and Publications Of"ce.
Tracy Starling Yates completed her 
MBA with an emphasis in "nance from 
Grand Canyon University in Phoeniz, Ariz. 
She and her husband, Steven, a U.S. Air 
Force of"cer, moved to Las Vegas, Nev.,  
this summer. He is a member of the USAF 
Thunderbirds air demonstration squadron.
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Amy Love has joined the South Carolina 
Department of Commerce as director of 
marketing and communications. She was 
formerly deputy executive director of New 
Carolina, South Carolina’s Council on 
Competitiveness.
Gabriel Loving earned his Master of 
Worship Studies degree from the Robert 
E. Webber Institute of Worship Studies in 
Orange Park, Fla. Gabe is minister of music 
and worship at Christ Covenant Presbyterian 
Church in Knoxville, Tenn. 
Paul D. Satterwhite, an attorney with 
the Spring"eld, Mo., of"ce of Husch Black-
well, has been chosen by Missouri Lawyers 
Weekly as one of its 2011 Up & Coming 
award winners. The nominees had to be 
under 40 years of age or have less than 10 
years experience in the "eld of law. They 
were selected for their positive in!uence in 
the legal industry and in their communities. 
BIRTHS: James Bishop and Karen 
Claussen ’95, a daughter, Sophia Kather-
ine, December 20, 2010, Knoxville, Tenn.
Scott and Leanna Kelley Fuller, a son, 
Simon Kelley Fuller, December 9, 2010, 
Nashville, Tenn. Leanna is in her "nal year of 
a Ph.D. program in religion, psychology and 
culture at Vanderbilt University.
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NEXT REUNION IN 2012
Jon A. Good has been named chief 
executive of"cer at NAI Earle Furman in 
Greenville, effective in January 2012. He 
has been director of the Greater Greenville 
Association of Realtors and was named 
Commercial Realtor of the Year in 2003. 
Rolyn Quattlebaum Rollins is an 
administrative assistant for the Lilly Center 
for Vocational Re!ection at Furman. Her 
husband, Matt Rollins, graduated from 
Gardner-Webb University in May with a 
Master of Divinity degree. He is activities 
minister and interim young adult minister  
at Greenville’s First Baptist Church.
BIRTHS: Robert and Ashley Barr  
Causey, twins, a son, Robert Wayne III, 
and a daughter, Darby Ray, March 16. They 
live in Simpsonville, S.C. Ashley is a global 
studies teacher at Hillcrest High School.
Michael Holbert and Paige Turner, a son, 
Ellis Martin Holbert, March 18. Paige is on 
the faculty in the Department of Endo- 
dontics at Virginia Commonwealth 
University and is an associate at Southside 
Endodontics in Colonial Heights.
98
Jamie Duncan has been called as senior 
pastor of East Pickens (S.C.) Baptist Church. 
He previously was pastor of Good Hope 
Church in Iva, S.C.
MARRIAGE: Seth Howard and Jane 
Dickerson, August 20. Seth is a public policy 
analyst and lobbyist for a nonpro"t group  
in Seattle, Wash., and Jane works in the  
Department of Lab Medicine at the Univer-
sity of Washington Medical Center.
BIRTHS: Mark and Kiana Matthews 
Dezelon, a son, Evan Haykan Dezelon, 
May 18. They live in Cary, N.C. Kiana works 
for Hill-Rom as a lead usability business 
analyst. Mark works for SAS.
Chris and Katie Hankinson McGaha, 
a daughter, Annabelle Brooke, May 17, 
Birmingham, Ala.
Jeff and Lisa McGehee, a daughter,  
Elizabeth Austin McGehee, May 29, 
Greenville.
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WHEN FOLKS IN
Anchorage, Alaska, and 
surrounding environs 
need their pianos tuned 
or rebuilt, they know the 
man to call: Dan McElrath.
When they want to 
listen to some smooth jazz 
riffs, they know what to 
dial up on their iPods: the 
Dan Mac Sextet, featuring 
Dan McElrath and friends.
And when they have 
a dream to play a grand 
piano atop a glacier while 
wearing — we are not 
making this up — a “Yeti” 
suit, they now know who can help make it happen: 
Dan McElrath.
Since moving to Anchorage in the late 1980s, 
McElrath, a 1985 Furman graduate, has established 
a statewide name for himself as a businessman, com-
poser and performer. He is a certi"ed piano technician 
whose company, Alaska Piano, is the largest piano ser-
vices business in Alaska. It has given him, he says, “the 
"nancial security to explore my art without boundaries.”
Which he has done with the Dan Mac Sextet. 
“We’re blessed to have the Air Force Band of the Paci"c 
stationed in Anchorage,” he says, “and a number 
of exceptional musicians have retired in Alaska. They’ve 
provided a wealth of talented band members that 
I make use of on a regular basis.” Since 2005 he and 
his friends have toured the state, built a strong follow-
ing and produced seven CDs, the most recent being 
“Ajazzka” and “An Alyeskan Christmas.”
But how does a Greenville boy, son of a jazz pianist, 
wind up tuning pianos in Alaska? Or arranging for a 
concert on an icy mountain?
McElrath says he learned the basics of piano tuning 
(and playing, by ear) from his father, and as a teenager 
he landed a job with a piano restorer. The work helped 
him develop his mechanical craftsmanship, although he 
was more interested in playing the piano than helping 
others play theirs. In the late 1970s he enrolled at North 
Greenville, then a junior college, but his sight-reading 
was so bad that, he says, “I was advised to "nd an 
occupation that didn’t involve playing the piano — 
which only made me more determined to succeed 
at it.”
Looking to improve his musicianship and earn  
money for his education, he decided to join the Air 
Force — and was able to do both. While stationed for 
three and a half years in Rapid City, S.D., he studied 
with James MacInnes, a Juilliard graduate. When  
McElrath left military service in 1982, he returned to 
Greenville with a wife and adopted daughter, and 
enrolled at Furman as a music education major.
After graduating he worked for a year at a church 
in California before being offered a similar position in 
Anchorage. The failure of his marriage, he says, required 
him to make a new career choice, so he called on old 
skills and began tuning pianos again.
His big break came in 1994, when high-pro"le 
pianist George Winston hired him as his personal 
technician during a three-week tour of Alaska. The gig 
helped McElrath establish his name, and he went on to 
do further study at Steinway and Yamaha factories. By 
2000 his work was known throughout the state.
As for the concert on the glacier, McElrath helped 
make it happen last spring for Peter Halstead, a busi-
nessman and pianist. A representative of Halstead’s 
production company, Wind Over the Earth Produc-
tions, called to explain the idea, right down to the Yeti 
suit. McElrath would be in charge of arranging for a 
helicopter, "nding a grand piano, and ironing out such 
technical challenges as how to safely transport the 
1,000-pound instrument to the edge of a snowy cliff.
It took a month and a half to "nalize the plans,  
but on April 18, despite a few tense moments, a well-
insured, well-protected Steinway grand traveled more 
than 40 miles into the Chugach Mountains, to a height 
of 6,000 feet. There, Halstead had his moment.
For McElrath, the project was another chapter in 
a musical odyssey that has brought him "nancial and 
artistic success on the Last Frontier. He says, “There’s 
always a tug between my business and creative side, but 
that tension gives my life balance, variety and energy. 
I joke that I tune pianos to support my addiction to 
playing, but both bring great rewards and often comple-
ment each other.
“Many communities couldn’t afford to bring in 
a performer like me, but there are always pianos to tune 
to augment the bottom line and make it more feasible. 
That way I not only leave them with a memorable  
musical experience, but a well-tuned piano.”
— JIM STEWART
Visit www.danmacjazz.net to sample the Dan Mac  
Sextet’s music. For more on the mountaintop adventure, 
visit www.alaskapiano.net and www.pianistlost.com.
MAKING MUSIC AND MORE ON THE LAST FRONTIER .................................................................................................................................................................
Dan McElrath (far right) orchestrated a scenic, one-of-a-kind concert April 18 atop an Alaskan ice!eld.
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MARRIAGE: Brandis Couch Timmons 
and John Roberts, September 2. John serves 
as director of internal and electronic com-
munications and as rugby coach at Furman. 
Brandi works with the university’s Web 
development team.
BIRTH: John and Kathryn Gibson 
Taylor, a son, Charles James, July 6.  
They live in Charlotte, N.C.
92
NEXT REUNION IN 2012
Katie Clerkin Benston has been named 
chief program of"cer for Care Ring, a non-
pro"t healthcare agency in Charlotte, N.C. 
She was previously with Hospice & Palliative 
Care-Charlotte region.
Nancy van Luyn Oglesby, deputy 
commonwealth’s attorney for Goochland 
County in Virginia, was named the 2011 
Distinguished Juvenile and Domestic Rela-
tions Court Prosecutor by the state’s  
Association of Commonwealth’s Attorneys.
93
R. Kevin Johnson is a contributing editor 
to the four-volume Encyclopedia of Christian 
Civilization, for which he wrote articles 
related to worship, liturgy and music history. 
Kevin is a freelance author and a resident in 
pastoral care at Columbia University in New 
York City.
94
Greg and Susan Flowers Elliott have 
moved to the Philippines. Greg is the mining 
and metals operations manager for Fluor 
Corporation’s Manila of"ce.
Greg McGann (M.A.) of Lopatcong Town-
ship, N.J., has been named superintendent 
of Alpha School in Phillipsburg, N.J. Greg 
has 28 years of teaching and administrative 
experience, and was previously director of 
human resources in the Roxbury Township 
School District.
ADOPTION: Claude and Jewel Giesy 
McRoberts, a son, Isaac Luke, born 
February 27, 2010, in Daegu, South Korea; 
adopted March 22, 2011. They live in  
Millington, Tenn.
95
Glenn and Heather Willis Allen 
have taken positions at the University of 
Wisconsin in Madison. Heather is assistant 
professor of French, and Glenn is a bio- 
statistician in the Health Innovation Program 
in the School of Medicine.
Nancy Fullbright of Savannah, Ga., 
has joined the corporate communications 
department of Gulfstream Aerospace. She 
previously worked with the Georgia Tech 
Research News and Publications Of"ce.
Tracy Starling Yates completed her 
MBA with an emphasis in "nance from 
Grand Canyon University in Phoeniz, Ariz. 
She and her husband, Steven, a U.S. Air 
Force of"cer, moved to Las Vegas, Nev.,  
this summer. He is a member of the USAF 
Thunderbirds air demonstration squadron.
  
96
Amy Love has joined the South Carolina 
Department of Commerce as director of 
marketing and communications. She was 
formerly deputy executive director of New 
Carolina, South Carolina’s Council on 
Competitiveness.
Gabriel Loving earned his Master of 
Worship Studies degree from the Robert 
E. Webber Institute of Worship Studies in 
Orange Park, Fla. Gabe is minister of music 
and worship at Christ Covenant Presbyterian 
Church in Knoxville, Tenn. 
Paul D. Satterwhite, an attorney with 
the Spring"eld, Mo., of"ce of Husch Black-
well, has been chosen by Missouri Lawyers 
Weekly as one of its 2011 Up & Coming 
award winners. The nominees had to be 
under 40 years of age or have less than 10 
years experience in the "eld of law. They 
were selected for their positive in!uence in 
the legal industry and in their communities. 
BIRTHS: James Bishop and Karen 
Claussen ’95, a daughter, Sophia Kather-
ine, December 20, 2010, Knoxville, Tenn.
Scott and Leanna Kelley Fuller, a son, 
Simon Kelley Fuller, December 9, 2010, 
Nashville, Tenn. Leanna is in her "nal year of 
a Ph.D. program in religion, psychology and 
culture at Vanderbilt University.
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NEXT REUNION IN 2012
Jon A. Good has been named chief 
executive of"cer at NAI Earle Furman in 
Greenville, effective in January 2012. He 
has been director of the Greater Greenville 
Association of Realtors and was named 
Commercial Realtor of the Year in 2003. 
Rolyn Quattlebaum Rollins is an 
administrative assistant for the Lilly Center 
for Vocational Re!ection at Furman. Her 
husband, Matt Rollins, graduated from 
Gardner-Webb University in May with a 
Master of Divinity degree. He is activities 
minister and interim young adult minister  
at Greenville’s First Baptist Church.
BIRTHS: Robert and Ashley Barr  
Causey, twins, a son, Robert Wayne III, 
and a daughter, Darby Ray, March 16. They 
live in Simpsonville, S.C. Ashley is a global 
studies teacher at Hillcrest High School.
Michael Holbert and Paige Turner, a son, 
Ellis Martin Holbert, March 18. Paige is on 
the faculty in the Department of Endo- 
dontics at Virginia Commonwealth 
University and is an associate at Southside 
Endodontics in Colonial Heights.
98
Jamie Duncan has been called as senior 
pastor of East Pickens (S.C.) Baptist Church. 
He previously was pastor of Good Hope 
Church in Iva, S.C.
MARRIAGE: Seth Howard and Jane 
Dickerson, August 20. Seth is a public policy 
analyst and lobbyist for a nonpro"t group  
in Seattle, Wash., and Jane works in the  
Department of Lab Medicine at the Univer-
sity of Washington Medical Center.
BIRTHS: Mark and Kiana Matthews 
Dezelon, a son, Evan Haykan Dezelon, 
May 18. They live in Cary, N.C. Kiana works 
for Hill-Rom as a lead usability business 
analyst. Mark works for SAS.
Chris and Katie Hankinson McGaha, 
a daughter, Annabelle Brooke, May 17, 
Birmingham, Ala.
Jeff and Lisa McGehee, a daughter,  
Elizabeth Austin McGehee, May 29, 
Greenville.
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WHEN FOLKS IN
Anchorage, Alaska, and 
surrounding environs 
need their pianos tuned 
or rebuilt, they know the 
man to call: Dan McElrath.
When they want to 
listen to some smooth jazz 
riffs, they know what to 
dial up on their iPods: the 
Dan Mac Sextet, featuring 
Dan McElrath and friends.
And when they have 
a dream to play a grand 
piano atop a glacier while 
wearing — we are not 
making this up — a “Yeti” 
suit, they now know who can help make it happen: 
Dan McElrath.
Since moving to Anchorage in the late 1980s, 
McElrath, a 1985 Furman graduate, has established 
a statewide name for himself as a businessman, com-
poser and performer. He is a certi"ed piano technician 
whose company, Alaska Piano, is the largest piano ser-
vices business in Alaska. It has given him, he says, “the 
"nancial security to explore my art without boundaries.”
Which he has done with the Dan Mac Sextet. 
“We’re blessed to have the Air Force Band of the Paci"c 
stationed in Anchorage,” he says, “and a number 
of exceptional musicians have retired in Alaska. They’ve 
provided a wealth of talented band members that 
I make use of on a regular basis.” Since 2005 he and 
his friends have toured the state, built a strong follow-
ing and produced seven CDs, the most recent being 
“Ajazzka” and “An Alyeskan Christmas.”
But how does a Greenville boy, son of a jazz pianist, 
wind up tuning pianos in Alaska? Or arranging for a 
concert on an icy mountain?
McElrath says he learned the basics of piano tuning 
(and playing, by ear) from his father, and as a teenager 
he landed a job with a piano restorer. The work helped 
him develop his mechanical craftsmanship, although he 
was more interested in playing the piano than helping 
others play theirs. In the late 1970s he enrolled at North 
Greenville, then a junior college, but his sight-reading 
was so bad that, he says, “I was advised to "nd an 
occupation that didn’t involve playing the piano — 
which only made me more determined to succeed 
at it.”
Looking to improve his musicianship and earn  
money for his education, he decided to join the Air 
Force — and was able to do both. While stationed for 
three and a half years in Rapid City, S.D., he studied 
with James MacInnes, a Juilliard graduate. When  
McElrath left military service in 1982, he returned to 
Greenville with a wife and adopted daughter, and 
enrolled at Furman as a music education major.
After graduating he worked for a year at a church 
in California before being offered a similar position in 
Anchorage. The failure of his marriage, he says, required 
him to make a new career choice, so he called on old 
skills and began tuning pianos again.
His big break came in 1994, when high-pro"le 
pianist George Winston hired him as his personal 
technician during a three-week tour of Alaska. The gig 
helped McElrath establish his name, and he went on to 
do further study at Steinway and Yamaha factories. By 
2000 his work was known throughout the state.
As for the concert on the glacier, McElrath helped 
make it happen last spring for Peter Halstead, a busi-
nessman and pianist. A representative of Halstead’s 
production company, Wind Over the Earth Produc-
tions, called to explain the idea, right down to the Yeti 
suit. McElrath would be in charge of arranging for a 
helicopter, "nding a grand piano, and ironing out such 
technical challenges as how to safely transport the 
1,000-pound instrument to the edge of a snowy cliff.
It took a month and a half to "nalize the plans,  
but on April 18, despite a few tense moments, a well-
insured, well-protected Steinway grand traveled more 
than 40 miles into the Chugach Mountains, to a height 
of 6,000 feet. There, Halstead had his moment.
For McElrath, the project was another chapter in 
a musical odyssey that has brought him "nancial and 
artistic success on the Last Frontier. He says, “There’s 
always a tug between my business and creative side, but 
that tension gives my life balance, variety and energy. 
I joke that I tune pianos to support my addiction to 
playing, but both bring great rewards and often comple-
ment each other.
“Many communities couldn’t afford to bring in 
a performer like me, but there are always pianos to tune 
to augment the bottom line and make it more feasible. 
That way I not only leave them with a memorable  
musical experience, but a well-tuned piano.”
— JIM STEWART
Visit www.danmacjazz.net to sample the Dan Mac  
Sextet’s music. For more on the mountaintop adventure, 
visit www.alaskapiano.net and www.pianistlost.com.
MAKING MUSIC AND MORE ON THE LAST FRONTIER .................................................................................................................................................................
Dan McElrath (far right) orchestrated a scenic, one-of-a-kind concert April 18 atop an Alaskan ice!eld.
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99
BIRTHS: Dan and Tara Byer-Parsons,  
a daughter, Eva Catherine, August 3, 2010. 
They live in Charlotte, N.C., and are derma-
tologists with Charlotte Medical Clinic.  
Charles and Sarah Thomas Clemmons, 
a son, Noah Harmon, July 20, Greenville.
Jason ’00 and Stacey Hoffert Gilbert, 
a son, Brady Jason, June 15, Birmingham, 
Ala. 
Lee and Kate Hall Martini, a son,  
Grayson James, April 15, Decatur, Ga.
00
Linsey Gwinn Ekebergh, senior audit 
manager at KPMG, LLP, was named to 
Greenville Business Magazine’s 2011 list  
of the city’s Best & Brightest 35 and Under.
BIRTHS: Jay and Robin Thomas 
DiBartolomeo, a son, Russell Thomas, 
April 16, 2010. They live in Beckley, W.Va. 
Rob and Jackie Smith Carson, a 
daughter, Londyn Elaun, August 12. Jackie 
is women’s basketball coach at Furman, 
and Rob works in the university’s academic 
assistance center.
Brink and Meg Hinson, a daughter, 
Adair Nanette, July 27. They live in West 
Columbia, S.C. 
Michael and Ellen Myers, a son, Parker 
Reid, June 15. They live in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., where Mike is program coordinator 
for Fostering Hope Foundation, a nonpro"t 
that provides support for foster families.
Tyler and Joy Thigpen, a son, Linus 
Livingston, August 26. Tyler co-founded 
the Chattahoochee Hills Charter School 
of southwest Atlanta in December 2010. 
He graduated from the Harvard Kennedy 
School of Government in May with a Mid-
Career Master in Public Administration 
degree and is now head of Upper School 
at Mount Vernon Presbyterian School in 
Atlanta. 
Chad and Cassie Floyd Tyner, a daugh-
ter, Campbell Angenette, December 16, 
2010. They live in Windsor, Ky.
01
Richard McAdams is manager of major 
gifts for the Heritage Foundation in the 
state of Florida.
Jesse Rice is in his fourth year as a staff 
songwriter at Artist Revolution Publishing in 
Nashville, Tenn. He has written songs with 
Lady Antebellum, Randy Houser, Love & 
Theft and Shawn Mullins, among others. His 
songs play in regular rotation on Sirius/XM 
radio and have been featured on a number 
of television shows, including “Survivor.”
Erin Kelley Sammis has been named 
executive director of Pensacola (Fla.) Opera, 
where she has been director of develop-
ment and marketing since May 2007. She is 
a regular grants panelist for the Florida Divi-
sion of Cultural Affairs and was recognized 
in 2010 as a “Rising Star” by the Pensacola 
Independent News. 
Lee B. Taylor III has joined Carolina Car-
diology Consultants, part of the Greenville 
Hospital System. His areas of specialization 
are general cardiology, echocardiography, 
nuclear cardiology and vascular imaging.
BIRTHS: Thomas and Rebecca  
Jackson Bandy, a daughter, Adelaide, 
February 10. Thomas is opera and vocal 
coach at the Oberlin Conservatory in Ohio. 
He previously taught at the University of 
Oklahoma.
Thomas and Krista Miller Boeger,  
a daughter, Aurelia Charlotte, November 
19, 2010, Asheville, N.C.
Brian (M.A. ’00) and Emily Eades  
Johnson, a son, Dylan, August 25. They 
live in Mount Pleasant, S.C.
Charles and Kelly Jack Lodowski, a son, 
Lucas Christian, April 26, Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla.
Will and Julie Taft Spearman, a son, 
Miles Breck, January 1, Durham, N.C.
02
NEXT REUNION IN 2012
Megan Prewitt Koon of Greenville, 
an English teacher at St. Joseph Catholic 
School, received the 2011 Father Hayden 
Vaverek High School Excellence in Teaching 
Ryan and Katie Gooch, a son, Owen  
David, June 30. They live in Brentwood, 
Tenn. 
Roger and Adelaide Sykes Williams, 
a son, Brooks Kester, June 6. They live in 
Debordieu, S.C.
04
Meagan Anderson Longley earned  
a master’s degree from the School of Social 
Work at the University of Texas and joined 
the staff of the Hogg Foundation for Mental 
Health as a mental health fellow. She assists 
program of"cers with activities related to 
the foundation’s integrated health care and 
cultural and linguistic competency initiatives.
Latoya Michelle Mitchell completed  
a postdoctoral fellowship in microbiology  
at the University of Alabama-Birmingham 
and has accepted a position as a medical 
writer for the inScience Communications 
group of Wolters Kluwer Pharmasciences  
in Yardley, Pa. 
Justin A. Souma of Macon, Ga., has 
joined the "nancial services team of LPL 
Financial Middle Georgia.
MARRIAGES: Evan Aldrich and  
Elizabeth Chappell, April 30. They live  
in Redondo Beach, Calif. Evan is a broker 
with CRC Insurance Services.
Susanna Eiland and Tomer Zvulun, May 
28. They live in New York City. Tomer is 
on the directing staff of the Metropolitan 
Opera and is employed as a freelance stage 
director by the Seattle, Cincinnati and 
Atlanta operas, the Juilliard School, and 
Indiana University. 
Ashley Long and Chase Michaels, 
August 27. They live in Kernersville, N.C. 
BIRTHS: Christopher ’03 and Kacy 
Herring Babcock, a son, Hays Elijah, 
March 4, Clearwater, Fla.
Ryan and Carrie Parker Eaves, a son, 
Noah David, August 7, Athens, Ga.
Matthew and Leah Heathman,  
a daughter, Audrey Michelle, June 5. 
They live in Travelers Rest, S.C.
Award, which is given to a faculty member 
who demonstrates commitment and dedi-
cation and exempli"es the spirit of teaching 
in all walks of life.
BIRTHS: David and Jenny Noble 
Block, a son, Brayden Christopher, July 6. 
They live in Fountain Inn, S.C.
Joe ’03 and Teresa Leerssen Hoover, 
a son, Owen Daniel, June 2. They live in 
Taylors, S.C.
Trey and Julie Dunson ’01 Meredith, 
twins, a son, Samuel Bradley, and a daugh-
ter, Virginia Carter, September 20, 2010, 
Greenville.
Andrew and Gretchen Snavely, a son, 
Wilson Hawk, February 18, Charlotte, N.C.
03
Vaughn Bethell is founder and owner  
of Performance QSA, a personal training 
and "tness center in Greenville. He is a 
contributor to the book 3 Steps to Your Best 
Body in Record Time, published recently by 
Celebrity Press.
Joyce Leigh Ferguson earned a law 
degree from the University of Memphis 
Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law.
Rodney Johnson and Jeff Walker were 
named to Greenville Business Magazine’s 
2011 list of the city’s Best & Brightest 35 
and Under. Rodney is principal of Lead 
Academy Public Charter School, and Jeff  
is a senior manager at Elliott Davis LLC  
accounting "rm.
MARRIAGE: Katie Lewis and Josh 
Chamberlain, August 13. They live in  
Eugene, Ore. Katie is an editorial coordina-
tor for Oregon Social Learning Center and  
a freelance writer and editor. Josh owns 
J-Tea International, a tea company that 
specializes in Taiwanese oolongs.
BIRTHS: Jon and Katie Dumitru, a son, 
Jonah Luke, April 29. Jon "nished his resi-
dency in emergency medicine at Vanderbilt 
University and now works in Orlando, Fla.
Of course, Gail’s dominance begs the question: Why 
not go pro? Her time at the worlds was a minute faster 
than the top American elite competitor, who "nished 
ninth overall, but the decision is not that simple.  
On a practical level, in the elite division drafting is  
allowed during the cycling leg, which would erase  
much of her edge. And there are compelling personal 
reasons as well.
“I’m 38,” she says. “I have a partially torn Achilles, 
which is a limiter, and if I stepped up to the pros I’d 
want to take my training up a notch, which I might not 
be able to do with the injury. Prize money would be 
really nice, but I think my motivation is correct at this 
point in my life.
“I don’t want that pressure. I ran competitively  
in college. I want to be able to enjoy it for what it is.  
If I don’t feel like going on a training run on a given day, 
that’s "ne. There’s not an expectation. Don’t get me 
wrong — it would be really cool to be a pro athlete,  
but I’m pretty happy with where I am and what  
I’ve achieved.”
Gail works part time as a nurse at North Greenville 
Hospital in Travelers Rest while also helping Rick with  
his online personal-training business, Team Kattouf 
(http://teamkattouf.com). Both jobs are rewarding, 
but Gail has no plans to give up her rather intense 
hobby. After all, she and Rick worry — mostly in jest — 
about what she would do with what he has called her 
“freaky” competitive side.
“Why am I so physically motivated? Maybe it’s 
because I haven’t learned another way. Maybe I should 
join a book club and outread everybody,” she says with 
a laugh. “The sport is so small, it’s like a family, and  
I love the idea that you can do it for life. My family 
members were like, how much longer are you going  
to try and race? And now my response is, as long as 
possible — as long as my body will allow me to race.”
— RON WAGNER
The author, a 1993 graduate, is a freelance writer  
in Hendersonville, N.C.
Union Duathlon World Championship in Dijon, Spain, 
leaving no doubt that she is the best the United States 
has to offer. 
Kattouf "nished three minutes ahead of her closest 
competitor to easily capture the 35-39 age division, 
which is impressive enough by itself but only a fraction 
of her true dominance. Her time of two hours, four 
minutes, 38 seconds in the 10-kilometer run/38.4K 
bike ride/5K run event was the fastest by any amateur 
woman, regardless of age or nationality, and would 
have placed her seventh among the “elites,” or pros.
Nice, Kattouf admits, but not the point. “Any time 
you put your whole self into something, the reward is so 
personal,” she says. “Most people don’t realize that the 
personal satisfaction is what keeps me in it. It’s de"nitely 
not the accolades.”
While it’s true that duathlon doesn’t get much atten-
tion in a country ruled by triathlon, Kattouf could help 
change that. Her world championship comes on the 
heels of an amazing season in which she captured the 
U.S. short- and long-course championships in equally 
overwhelming fashion. 
At the short-course nationals April 30 in Oro Valley, 
Ariz., her time of 1:37.00 over a 5K/35K/5K course 
turned heads because she "nished more than two min-
utes ahead of any amateur in any division, and among 
the elite women only Germany’s Angela Axmann 
(1:34.10) and U.S. star Nicole LaSelle (1:36.08) 
bested her. The story was similar a month earlier at 
the long-course national championships in Pelham, 
Ala. There, Kattouf dominated the 10K/47K/10K race 
in 3:14.42, crushing her nearest amateur competitor by 
nearly 10 minutes and "nishing behind only two elites. 
(She elected not to compete in the long-course worlds, 
also held in September.)
She credits her husband, Rick, with reinvigorating 
her competitive "re when they met a few years ago.  
An accomplished triathlete and duathlete himself, Rick 
suggested she try cycling, and he was immediately 
amazed at her natural ability. In fact, so pro"cient has 
Gail become on the bike that it is now the key to her 
success, as evidenced by her unmatched 1:01:15 bike 
split in Spain. Other competitors simply can’t make up 
the time during the runs. “When you get an individual 
that’s that small but that powerful, it’s like this light-
weight Corvette with 700 horsepower,” Rick says.
GAIL PENNACHIO KATTOUF ’95 says she has reached
the point in her life where she isn’t thinking about 
results when she races. No wonder, her competitors 
might retort. What’s there to ponder when you’re "rst 
all the time?
The former Furman distance-running standout, who 
completed her collegiate career with more than two 
dozen All-Southern Conference honors, "lled the only 
empty spot in her trophy case 
in September when she 
won the 2011 Inter-
national Triathlon 
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BIRTHS: Dan and Tara Byer-Parsons,  
a daughter, Eva Catherine, August 3, 2010. 
They live in Charlotte, N.C., and are derma-
tologists with Charlotte Medical Clinic.  
Charles and Sarah Thomas Clemmons, 
a son, Noah Harmon, July 20, Greenville.
Jason ’00 and Stacey Hoffert Gilbert, 
a son, Brady Jason, June 15, Birmingham, 
Ala. 
Lee and Kate Hall Martini, a son,  
Grayson James, April 15, Decatur, Ga.
00
Linsey Gwinn Ekebergh, senior audit 
manager at KPMG, LLP, was named to 
Greenville Business Magazine’s 2011 list  
of the city’s Best & Brightest 35 and Under.
BIRTHS: Jay and Robin Thomas 
DiBartolomeo, a son, Russell Thomas, 
April 16, 2010. They live in Beckley, W.Va. 
Rob and Jackie Smith Carson, a 
daughter, Londyn Elaun, August 12. Jackie 
is women’s basketball coach at Furman, 
and Rob works in the university’s academic 
assistance center.
Brink and Meg Hinson, a daughter, 
Adair Nanette, July 27. They live in West 
Columbia, S.C. 
Michael and Ellen Myers, a son, Parker 
Reid, June 15. They live in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., where Mike is program coordinator 
for Fostering Hope Foundation, a nonpro"t 
that provides support for foster families.
Tyler and Joy Thigpen, a son, Linus 
Livingston, August 26. Tyler co-founded 
the Chattahoochee Hills Charter School 
of southwest Atlanta in December 2010. 
He graduated from the Harvard Kennedy 
School of Government in May with a Mid-
Career Master in Public Administration 
degree and is now head of Upper School 
at Mount Vernon Presbyterian School in 
Atlanta. 
Chad and Cassie Floyd Tyner, a daugh-
ter, Campbell Angenette, December 16, 
2010. They live in Windsor, Ky.
01
Richard McAdams is manager of major 
gifts for the Heritage Foundation in the 
state of Florida.
Jesse Rice is in his fourth year as a staff 
songwriter at Artist Revolution Publishing in 
Nashville, Tenn. He has written songs with 
Lady Antebellum, Randy Houser, Love & 
Theft and Shawn Mullins, among others. His 
songs play in regular rotation on Sirius/XM 
radio and have been featured on a number 
of television shows, including “Survivor.”
Erin Kelley Sammis has been named 
executive director of Pensacola (Fla.) Opera, 
where she has been director of develop-
ment and marketing since May 2007. She is 
a regular grants panelist for the Florida Divi-
sion of Cultural Affairs and was recognized 
in 2010 as a “Rising Star” by the Pensacola 
Independent News. 
Lee B. Taylor III has joined Carolina Car-
diology Consultants, part of the Greenville 
Hospital System. His areas of specialization 
are general cardiology, echocardiography, 
nuclear cardiology and vascular imaging.
BIRTHS: Thomas and Rebecca  
Jackson Bandy, a daughter, Adelaide, 
February 10. Thomas is opera and vocal 
coach at the Oberlin Conservatory in Ohio. 
He previously taught at the University of 
Oklahoma.
Thomas and Krista Miller Boeger,  
a daughter, Aurelia Charlotte, November 
19, 2010, Asheville, N.C.
Brian (M.A. ’00) and Emily Eades  
Johnson, a son, Dylan, August 25. They 
live in Mount Pleasant, S.C.
Charles and Kelly Jack Lodowski, a son, 
Lucas Christian, April 26, Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla.
Will and Julie Taft Spearman, a son, 
Miles Breck, January 1, Durham, N.C.
02
NEXT REUNION IN 2012
Megan Prewitt Koon of Greenville, 
an English teacher at St. Joseph Catholic 
School, received the 2011 Father Hayden 
Vaverek High School Excellence in Teaching 
Ryan and Katie Gooch, a son, Owen  
David, June 30. They live in Brentwood, 
Tenn. 
Roger and Adelaide Sykes Williams, 
a son, Brooks Kester, June 6. They live in 
Debordieu, S.C.
04
Meagan Anderson Longley earned  
a master’s degree from the School of Social 
Work at the University of Texas and joined 
the staff of the Hogg Foundation for Mental 
Health as a mental health fellow. She assists 
program of"cers with activities related to 
the foundation’s integrated health care and 
cultural and linguistic competency initiatives.
Latoya Michelle Mitchell completed  
a postdoctoral fellowship in microbiology  
at the University of Alabama-Birmingham 
and has accepted a position as a medical 
writer for the inScience Communications 
group of Wolters Kluwer Pharmasciences  
in Yardley, Pa. 
Justin A. Souma of Macon, Ga., has 
joined the "nancial services team of LPL 
Financial Middle Georgia.
MARRIAGES: Evan Aldrich and  
Elizabeth Chappell, April 30. They live  
in Redondo Beach, Calif. Evan is a broker 
with CRC Insurance Services.
Susanna Eiland and Tomer Zvulun, May 
28. They live in New York City. Tomer is 
on the directing staff of the Metropolitan 
Opera and is employed as a freelance stage 
director by the Seattle, Cincinnati and 
Atlanta operas, the Juilliard School, and 
Indiana University. 
Ashley Long and Chase Michaels, 
August 27. They live in Kernersville, N.C. 
BIRTHS: Christopher ’03 and Kacy 
Herring Babcock, a son, Hays Elijah, 
March 4, Clearwater, Fla.
Ryan and Carrie Parker Eaves, a son, 
Noah David, August 7, Athens, Ga.
Matthew and Leah Heathman,  
a daughter, Audrey Michelle, June 5. 
They live in Travelers Rest, S.C.
Award, which is given to a faculty member 
who demonstrates commitment and dedi-
cation and exempli"es the spirit of teaching 
in all walks of life.
BIRTHS: David and Jenny Noble 
Block, a son, Brayden Christopher, July 6. 
They live in Fountain Inn, S.C.
Joe ’03 and Teresa Leerssen Hoover, 
a son, Owen Daniel, June 2. They live in 
Taylors, S.C.
Trey and Julie Dunson ’01 Meredith, 
twins, a son, Samuel Bradley, and a daugh-
ter, Virginia Carter, September 20, 2010, 
Greenville.
Andrew and Gretchen Snavely, a son, 
Wilson Hawk, February 18, Charlotte, N.C.
03
Vaughn Bethell is founder and owner  
of Performance QSA, a personal training 
and "tness center in Greenville. He is a 
contributor to the book 3 Steps to Your Best 
Body in Record Time, published recently by 
Celebrity Press.
Joyce Leigh Ferguson earned a law 
degree from the University of Memphis 
Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law.
Rodney Johnson and Jeff Walker were 
named to Greenville Business Magazine’s 
2011 list of the city’s Best & Brightest 35 
and Under. Rodney is principal of Lead 
Academy Public Charter School, and Jeff  
is a senior manager at Elliott Davis LLC  
accounting "rm.
MARRIAGE: Katie Lewis and Josh 
Chamberlain, August 13. They live in  
Eugene, Ore. Katie is an editorial coordina-
tor for Oregon Social Learning Center and  
a freelance writer and editor. Josh owns 
J-Tea International, a tea company that 
specializes in Taiwanese oolongs.
BIRTHS: Jon and Katie Dumitru, a son, 
Jonah Luke, April 29. Jon "nished his resi-
dency in emergency medicine at Vanderbilt 
University and now works in Orlando, Fla.
Of course, Gail’s dominance begs the question: Why 
not go pro? Her time at the worlds was a minute faster 
than the top American elite competitor, who "nished 
ninth overall, but the decision is not that simple.  
On a practical level, in the elite division drafting is  
allowed during the cycling leg, which would erase  
much of her edge. And there are compelling personal 
reasons as well.
“I’m 38,” she says. “I have a partially torn Achilles, 
which is a limiter, and if I stepped up to the pros I’d 
want to take my training up a notch, which I might not 
be able to do with the injury. Prize money would be 
really nice, but I think my motivation is correct at this 
point in my life.
“I don’t want that pressure. I ran competitively  
in college. I want to be able to enjoy it for what it is.  
If I don’t feel like going on a training run on a given day, 
that’s "ne. There’s not an expectation. Don’t get me 
wrong — it would be really cool to be a pro athlete,  
but I’m pretty happy with where I am and what  
I’ve achieved.”
Gail works part time as a nurse at North Greenville 
Hospital in Travelers Rest while also helping Rick with  
his online personal-training business, Team Kattouf 
(http://teamkattouf.com). Both jobs are rewarding, 
but Gail has no plans to give up her rather intense 
hobby. After all, she and Rick worry — mostly in jest — 
about what she would do with what he has called her 
“freaky” competitive side.
“Why am I so physically motivated? Maybe it’s 
because I haven’t learned another way. Maybe I should 
join a book club and outread everybody,” she says with 
a laugh. “The sport is so small, it’s like a family, and  
I love the idea that you can do it for life. My family 
members were like, how much longer are you going  
to try and race? And now my response is, as long as 
possible — as long as my body will allow me to race.”
— RON WAGNER
The author, a 1993 graduate, is a freelance writer  
in Hendersonville, N.C.
Union Duathlon World Championship in Dijon, Spain, 
leaving no doubt that she is the best the United States 
has to offer. 
Kattouf "nished three minutes ahead of her closest 
competitor to easily capture the 35-39 age division, 
which is impressive enough by itself but only a fraction 
of her true dominance. Her time of two hours, four 
minutes, 38 seconds in the 10-kilometer run/38.4K 
bike ride/5K run event was the fastest by any amateur 
woman, regardless of age or nationality, and would 
have placed her seventh among the “elites,” or pros.
Nice, Kattouf admits, but not the point. “Any time 
you put your whole self into something, the reward is so 
personal,” she says. “Most people don’t realize that the 
personal satisfaction is what keeps me in it. It’s de"nitely 
not the accolades.”
While it’s true that duathlon doesn’t get much atten-
tion in a country ruled by triathlon, Kattouf could help 
change that. Her world championship comes on the 
heels of an amazing season in which she captured the 
U.S. short- and long-course championships in equally 
overwhelming fashion. 
At the short-course nationals April 30 in Oro Valley, 
Ariz., her time of 1:37.00 over a 5K/35K/5K course 
turned heads because she "nished more than two min-
utes ahead of any amateur in any division, and among 
the elite women only Germany’s Angela Axmann 
(1:34.10) and U.S. star Nicole LaSelle (1:36.08) 
bested her. The story was similar a month earlier at 
the long-course national championships in Pelham, 
Ala. There, Kattouf dominated the 10K/47K/10K race 
in 3:14.42, crushing her nearest amateur competitor by 
nearly 10 minutes and "nishing behind only two elites. 
(She elected not to compete in the long-course worlds, 
also held in September.)
She credits her husband, Rick, with reinvigorating 
her competitive "re when they met a few years ago.  
An accomplished triathlete and duathlete himself, Rick 
suggested she try cycling, and he was immediately 
amazed at her natural ability. In fact, so pro"cient has 
Gail become on the bike that it is now the key to her 
success, as evidenced by her unmatched 1:01:15 bike 
split in Spain. Other competitors simply can’t make up 
the time during the runs. “When you get an individual 
that’s that small but that powerful, it’s like this light-
weight Corvette with 700 horsepower,” Rick says.
GAIL PENNACHIO KATTOUF ’95 says she has reached
the point in her life where she isn’t thinking about 
results when she races. No wonder, her competitors 
might retort. What’s there to ponder when you’re "rst 
all the time?
The former Furman distance-running standout, who 
completed her collegiate career with more than two 
dozen All-Southern Conference honors, "lled the only 
empty spot in her trophy case 
in September when she 
won the 2011 Inter-
national Triathlon 
JOY OF COMPETITION PROPELS KATTOUF TO DUATHLON WORLD TITLE  ........................................................................................................................
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Joe Waters has been named associate 
director of the Institute for Child Success 
in Greenville. He oversees communica-
tions, advocacy and public policy work. 
The institute is committed to fostering and 
sustaining a system that ensures the success 
of all children in South Carolina. 
MARRIAGES: Jonathan Andrew 
Crane and Jessica Denise Ayers, May 14. 
They live in Kailua Kona, Hawaii.
Scott Andrew Taylor and Lauren 
Elizabeth Wood, August 13. They live
in Boston, Mass., where Lauren is pursuing 
a Master of Science degree in food policy 
and applied nutrition at Tufts University. 
Scott holds a Master of Music degree in 
choral conducting and literature from
the University of Colorado.
BIRTHS: Ian and Cindy Whitcomb 
Bramhall, a daughter, Zoey Elizabeth,  
May 9. They live in North Augusta, S.C., 
where Ian is director of guidance at Fox 
Creek High School and Cindy works part 
time as a tutor.
Andrew and Jane Stevener Edson,  
a daughter, Noelle Elizabeth, May 31. 
Andrew completed his J.D. degree from 
Southern Methodist University in December 
2010, passed the Texas Bar, and is now with 
Strasburger & Price in Dallas.
Christopher and Emily Reinhold 
Flury, a son, James Dodd, October 13, 
2010. Christopher is a consultant for  
Deloitte. They live in Roswell, Ga.
Jake ’02 and Jamie Woerner Roper, 
a son, Henry Clay, August 19, 2010, Fort 
Rucker, Ala.
Mark and Heather Bauguess Tucker,  
a son, Henry Reid, June 23, Atlanta.
06
Mollye Crowell volunteered at Canaan 
Christian Community orphanage in Haiti 
for four weeks this summer, developing 
and teaching an art program called 
“heART for Haiti.” She and a colleague 
took 11 suitcases of art supplies to the 
orphanage. Mollye teaches at Greenbrier 
Elementary in Greenville.
MARRIAGES: Caroline Gardener  
and Timothy Foster, April 9. They live in 
Savannah, Ga.
Julie McGrath and Lee Roberts, June 25. 
They live in Chapel Hill, N.C., where she 
is a kindergarten teacher at Immaculata 
Catholic School.
07
NEXT REUNION IN 2012
Suzanne Prak Bostwick received  
a Bachelor of Science degree in nursing and 
works as a registered nurse in the neonatal 
intensive care unit of Spartanburg (S.C.) 
Regional Medical Center. Her husband,  
Jay Bostwick, is litigation director for 
Resurgent Capital Services in Greenville.
Colin Hagan, a student at Vermont Law 
School, has been selected a 2011 Switzer 
Environmental Fellow by the Robert and 
Patricia Switzer Foundation. The foundation 
awarded 20 fellowships of $15,000 each to 
emerging environmental leaders who are 
pursuing graduate degrees. Colin is an edi-
tor of the Vermont Law Review, a member 
of the National Environmental Law Moot 
Court Team, and a research associate at the 
Institute for Energy and the Environment.
Amy Williams has received a NASA 
Earth and Space Science Fellowship 
worth $30,000. The award will fund 
the completion of her Ph.D. work at the 
University of California-Davis, where she is 
doing research on the characterization of 
microbial processes in pyrite weathering in 
dry environments that are relevant to Mars. 
The NESSF awards are designed to ensure 
continued training of a highly quali"ed 
workforce in disciplines required to achieve 
NASA’s scienti"c goals.
Cindy Youssef, manager of the Diversity 
Leadership Initiative with Furman’s Riley 
Institute, was named to Greenville Business 
Magazine’s 2011 list of the city’s Best & 
Brightest 35 and Under.
MARRIAGES: Susan Braik and Will 
Taunton, July 30. They live in Upland, Calif., 
where Susan is a third-year dental student 
at Western University and Will is working 
toward a career as a physician’s assistant.
Mark Pittman and Katie Adams, June 11. 
Mark has started an emergency medicine 
residency at Georgetown University in 
Washington, D.C.
Wilbur Roy Ravenell, Jr., and  
Trina Small, July 24, 2010. They live  
in Greenville.
Julianna Rue and Spencer Cagle, June 
25. They live in Atlanta. She is a program 
coordinator for Children’s Healthcare and  
he is an IT consultant with CDW. 
Stuart Sarratt and Elizabeth Travis, 
August 13. Stu is an attorney in Greenville, 
and Elizabeth is a registered nurse at Easley 
(S.C.) Baptist Hospital and is pursuing her 
Doctorate of Nursing Practice from the 
Medical University of South Carolina.
Jamie Stephens and Eric Hiles, June 25. 
They earned their J.D. degrees from the  
University of Florida Levin College of Law 
and now practice law in Washington, D.C.  
BIRTH: Ryan and Laura Banks ’08 
Masse, a daughter, Amelia Kaylynn, June 
16. They live in Goose Creek, S.C. Laura 
earned a master’s degree in health and  
exercise sport science from The Citadel, 
where she is a researcher and lab instructor. 
Ryan, a lieutenant junior grade in the U.S. 
Navy, is teaching at Naval Nuclear Power 
Training Command in Charleston until his 
active service ends in January.
08
Russell Dorn is an athletics media rela-
tions assistant at the University of Notre 
Dame in South Bend, Ind. He recently 
earned a Master of Science degree from 
Georgia State University in sports adminis-
tration.
Jimmy Hoke earned his Master of Divinity 
degree from the University of Chicago. 
While completing the degree, he was  
the ministry intern for the university’s  
Rockefeller Chapel. He moved to Madison, 
N.J., in August to begin work toward a 
Ph.D. in New Testament and Early Chris- 
tianity at Drew University’s Graduate  
Division of Religion.  
MARRIAGES: Richard Jacques and 
Lauren Blair, October 2, 2010. They live  
in Nashville, Tenn.
Haley McKee Seymour and Vivek  
Paavan Vasuki, June 18. After completing
an internship in internal medicine in 
Charlotte, N.C., Vivek is scheduled to begin 
a residency in ophthalmology in Richmond, 
Va. Haley holds a Master of Physician 
Assistant Studies degree from the Medical 
University of South Carolina.
Kerry Wooten and Daniel Mitchell, 
June 25. They live in Randleman, N.C.
09
Jade Lawson has accepted a position 
with the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
as the campaign coordinator for Team in 
Training for the Coastal Area of South Caro-
lina. She is also an adjunct professor of arts 
management at the College of Charleston.
MARRIAGE: Megan Christine  
Seasely and Joseph William Bender,  
March 12. They live in Charlotte, N.C. 
10
Spencer Beamer has joined Erwin- 
Penland, a Greenville marketing "rm,  
as a junior account executive. Previously  
he was chief operations of"cer at NB 
Innovation in Alpharetta, Ga.
Singer/songwriter Gwyn Fowler of Myrtle 
Beach, S.C., has released a "ve-track album 
titled “Vespers.” To learn more visit  
www.gwynfowler.bandcamp.com.
Having completed his year as a Compton 
Fellow in Guatemala, where he worked on 
reforestation projects in remote communi-
ties, Cameron Tommey has returned 
to Greenville and is working for the U.S. 
Endowment for Forestry and Communi-
ties. Read his blog about his experiences at 
www.cameroninguatemala.wordpress.com. 
MARRIAGES: Rebecca Lee and Scott 
Hassee, January 8. They live in Indian 
Springs, Ala.
T.J. Fleming and Bethany Prince ’11, 
July 16. They live in Silver Spring, Md. Both 
are middle school teachers.
STEVENSON TAPPED FOR HOPKINS SOCIETY
ROGER STEVENSON ’62, co-founder of the Greenwood (S.C.) Genetic 
Center, has been inducted into the Johns Hopkins University Society  
of Scholars.
The Society of Scholars, the "rst of its kind in the nation, inducts former 
postdoctoral fellows, postdoctoral degree recipients, house staff, and junior 
or visiting faculty who served at least a year at Johns Hopkins and thereafter 
gained distinction in their "elds of physical, biological, medical, social or 
engineering sciences, or in the humanities.
Stevenson, who was at Johns Hopkins from 1967 to 1972 as a pediatrics 
resident and a fellow in the divisions of metabolism and genetics, has made 
enormous contributions to patients and families with genetic disorders and 
to the "eld of genetic medicine, focusing largely on unraveling the causes 
of birth defects and developmental impairments.
In 1974 he co-founded the Greenwood Genetic Center and helped build 
it into an internationally respected nonpro"t organization that advances 
medical genetics research and cares for families affected by genetic 
disease and birth defects. He recently stepped down 
as director but continues to pursue clinical 
and research work. 
The author of several books about the genetic and 
environmental causes of disabilities, he has been 
appointed a Fellow of the American Academy 
of Pediatrics and a Founding Fellow of the 
American College of Medical Genetics. 
He also has served on the boards of many 
governmental agencies and advisory 
groups, among them the Science Advisory 
Committee for Furman’s Charles Townes 
Center for Science. 
 His long list of honors includes the 
Order of the Palmetto, South Carolina’s 
highest civilian award; Furman’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award; and 
election to the Greenwood County 
Hall of Fame. Furman awarded him 
an honorary degree in 2010.
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Omicron Delta Kappa, the national col-
legiate leadership honor society, selected 
Shannon Cantwell as one of three  
General Russell E. Dougherty National 
Leader of the Year award winners for 2011. 
Shannon is a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar 
and is pursuing a master’s in development 
practice from Trinity College in Ireland.
Kristin Lyles has joined Crawford  
Strategy, a strategic solutions company  
in Greenville, as a junior account executive.
Philip Mabry is a concierge banker with 
Avenue Bank of Nashville, Tenn. 
Amu Saaka signed to play professionally 
with Landstede of the Dutch Basketball 
League. He is the fourth Furman player 
in recent years to sign with the team.
Monty Turner has joined Global Location 
Strategies, a site selection and economic 
development consultancy in Greenville,  
as a business analyst.
DEATHS
Essie Pearl Inman Spearman ’35, 
August 6, West Columbia, S.C. 
Sara Welsh Hendricks Mattison ’39, 
June 21, Clemson, S.C. She earned a mas-
ter’s degree from Clemson University and 
retired from Easley (S.C.) Junior High School.
Stephen Doar Mitchell ’39, August 
9, Greenville. He served in the U.S. Navy 
during World War II. Afterward he became 
business manager of a theatre chain in 
Greenville. In 1971 he became of"ce 
manager at Haynsworth Law Firm, where he 
remained for 30 years until retiring. He was 
secretary/treasurer of Faith Memorial Chapel 
in Cedar Mountain, N.C., for more than 
50 years. He was a charter member of the 
Pleasantburg Rotary Club, chairman of the 
Rotary Club District International Student 
Committee, and secretary/treasurer of the 
Greenville Cotillion Club, which he also 
served as president in 2002-03. He helped 
sponsor 38 students from abroad to come 
to the States to study, and his interest in 
international students led him to establish 
the Stephen D. Mitchell Scholarship Fund 
at Furman. 
Carl Denyse Bryant Stanley ’39,  
August 15, Greenville. She was an employee 
of the Greenville Hospital System for nearly 
30 years and served on the faculty of the 
School of Nursing. She was a president of 
the Greenville County Medical Auxiliary and 
was an honorary member of the Alumni  
Association of the Greenville General Hos-
pital School of Nursing. After the School  
of Nursing closed, she served in the Green-
ville Memorial Hospital Staff Development 
Department and was interim coordinator  
of staff services. In retirement she volun-
teered with Project Host Soup Kitchen 
and was a member of the board of Senior 
Action and of the Advisory Board for Allied 
Health of Greenville Technical College.
Jane Allison Brennand ’41, August 3, 
San Antonio, Texas. Before moving to San 
Antonio she lived in New Orleans, where 
she was active in such groups as Saint 
Anna’s Home, Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Colonial Dames and McGehee 
School. She was a historian and genealogist 
and author of a book on her family’s history. 
J. Wright Horton ’42, July 20, Greenville. 
After being awarded the Bradshaw-Feaster 
Medal for General Excellence at Furman, he 
served with the Marine Corps during World 
War II. He received the Silver Star for gal-
lantry on Guadalcanal and attained the rank 
of colonel before retiring from the Marine 
Corps Reserve. He went on to complete 
Harvard Law School and was an attorney 
in Greenville until his retirement. He was 
a trustee of the Greenville County School 
District and was director and president of 
Greenville Family and Children’s Services. 
He was on the board of the Greenville 
Mental Health Clinic, the Salvation Army, 
the Greenville County Foundation and the 
United Fund of Greenville County, which 
he served as president in 1959. In 1981 he 
was president of the Greenville County Bar. 
Cleo Morris Ward, Jr. ’42, August 26, 
Darlington, S.C. C.M. was president of the 
Darlington Roller Mill for many years and 
retired as a teacher from the Darlington 
County School District. He was a past 
president of the Darlington Kiwanis Club 
and a member of the board of First Federal 
Savings and Loan and the Darlington board 
of C&S National Bank. He served in the U.S. 
Army during World War II. 
Elisabeth Gray Scurry Charles ’46, 
September 5, Greenwood, S.C. After 
graduating from Furman, Gray attended 
Traphagen School of Design in New York 
City. She was active in her church and was 
a member of the Ivy Garden Club, Danse de 
Noel, Daughters of the American Revolution 
and Greenwood Woman’s Club.
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Joe Waters has been named associate 
director of the Institute for Child Success 
in Greenville. He oversees communica-
tions, advocacy and public policy work. 
The institute is committed to fostering and 
sustaining a system that ensures the success 
of all children in South Carolina. 
MARRIAGES: Jonathan Andrew 
Crane and Jessica Denise Ayers, May 14. 
They live in Kailua Kona, Hawaii.
Scott Andrew Taylor and Lauren 
Elizabeth Wood, August 13. They live
in Boston, Mass., where Lauren is pursuing 
a Master of Science degree in food policy 
and applied nutrition at Tufts University. 
Scott holds a Master of Music degree in 
choral conducting and literature from
the University of Colorado.
BIRTHS: Ian and Cindy Whitcomb 
Bramhall, a daughter, Zoey Elizabeth,  
May 9. They live in North Augusta, S.C., 
where Ian is director of guidance at Fox 
Creek High School and Cindy works part 
time as a tutor.
Andrew and Jane Stevener Edson,  
a daughter, Noelle Elizabeth, May 31. 
Andrew completed his J.D. degree from 
Southern Methodist University in December 
2010, passed the Texas Bar, and is now with 
Strasburger & Price in Dallas.
Christopher and Emily Reinhold 
Flury, a son, James Dodd, October 13, 
2010. Christopher is a consultant for  
Deloitte. They live in Roswell, Ga.
Jake ’02 and Jamie Woerner Roper, 
a son, Henry Clay, August 19, 2010, Fort 
Rucker, Ala.
Mark and Heather Bauguess Tucker,  
a son, Henry Reid, June 23, Atlanta.
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Mollye Crowell volunteered at Canaan 
Christian Community orphanage in Haiti 
for four weeks this summer, developing 
and teaching an art program called 
“heART for Haiti.” She and a colleague 
took 11 suitcases of art supplies to the 
orphanage. Mollye teaches at Greenbrier 
Elementary in Greenville.
MARRIAGES: Caroline Gardener  
and Timothy Foster, April 9. They live in 
Savannah, Ga.
Julie McGrath and Lee Roberts, June 25. 
They live in Chapel Hill, N.C., where she 
is a kindergarten teacher at Immaculata 
Catholic School.
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NEXT REUNION IN 2012
Suzanne Prak Bostwick received  
a Bachelor of Science degree in nursing and 
works as a registered nurse in the neonatal 
intensive care unit of Spartanburg (S.C.) 
Regional Medical Center. Her husband,  
Jay Bostwick, is litigation director for 
Resurgent Capital Services in Greenville.
Colin Hagan, a student at Vermont Law 
School, has been selected a 2011 Switzer 
Environmental Fellow by the Robert and 
Patricia Switzer Foundation. The foundation 
awarded 20 fellowships of $15,000 each to 
emerging environmental leaders who are 
pursuing graduate degrees. Colin is an edi-
tor of the Vermont Law Review, a member 
of the National Environmental Law Moot 
Court Team, and a research associate at the 
Institute for Energy and the Environment.
Amy Williams has received a NASA 
Earth and Space Science Fellowship 
worth $30,000. The award will fund 
the completion of her Ph.D. work at the 
University of California-Davis, where she is 
doing research on the characterization of 
microbial processes in pyrite weathering in 
dry environments that are relevant to Mars. 
The NESSF awards are designed to ensure 
continued training of a highly quali"ed 
workforce in disciplines required to achieve 
NASA’s scienti"c goals.
Cindy Youssef, manager of the Diversity 
Leadership Initiative with Furman’s Riley 
Institute, was named to Greenville Business 
Magazine’s 2011 list of the city’s Best & 
Brightest 35 and Under.
MARRIAGES: Susan Braik and Will 
Taunton, July 30. They live in Upland, Calif., 
where Susan is a third-year dental student 
at Western University and Will is working 
toward a career as a physician’s assistant.
Mark Pittman and Katie Adams, June 11. 
Mark has started an emergency medicine 
residency at Georgetown University in 
Washington, D.C.
Wilbur Roy Ravenell, Jr., and  
Trina Small, July 24, 2010. They live  
in Greenville.
Julianna Rue and Spencer Cagle, June 
25. They live in Atlanta. She is a program 
coordinator for Children’s Healthcare and  
he is an IT consultant with CDW. 
Stuart Sarratt and Elizabeth Travis, 
August 13. Stu is an attorney in Greenville, 
and Elizabeth is a registered nurse at Easley 
(S.C.) Baptist Hospital and is pursuing her 
Doctorate of Nursing Practice from the 
Medical University of South Carolina.
Jamie Stephens and Eric Hiles, June 25. 
They earned their J.D. degrees from the  
University of Florida Levin College of Law 
and now practice law in Washington, D.C.  
BIRTH: Ryan and Laura Banks ’08 
Masse, a daughter, Amelia Kaylynn, June 
16. They live in Goose Creek, S.C. Laura 
earned a master’s degree in health and  
exercise sport science from The Citadel, 
where she is a researcher and lab instructor. 
Ryan, a lieutenant junior grade in the U.S. 
Navy, is teaching at Naval Nuclear Power 
Training Command in Charleston until his 
active service ends in January.
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Russell Dorn is an athletics media rela-
tions assistant at the University of Notre 
Dame in South Bend, Ind. He recently 
earned a Master of Science degree from 
Georgia State University in sports adminis-
tration.
Jimmy Hoke earned his Master of Divinity 
degree from the University of Chicago. 
While completing the degree, he was  
the ministry intern for the university’s  
Rockefeller Chapel. He moved to Madison, 
N.J., in August to begin work toward a 
Ph.D. in New Testament and Early Chris- 
tianity at Drew University’s Graduate  
Division of Religion.  
MARRIAGES: Richard Jacques and 
Lauren Blair, October 2, 2010. They live  
in Nashville, Tenn.
Haley McKee Seymour and Vivek  
Paavan Vasuki, June 18. After completing
an internship in internal medicine in 
Charlotte, N.C., Vivek is scheduled to begin 
a residency in ophthalmology in Richmond, 
Va. Haley holds a Master of Physician 
Assistant Studies degree from the Medical 
University of South Carolina.
Kerry Wooten and Daniel Mitchell, 
June 25. They live in Randleman, N.C.
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Jade Lawson has accepted a position 
with the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
as the campaign coordinator for Team in 
Training for the Coastal Area of South Caro-
lina. She is also an adjunct professor of arts 
management at the College of Charleston.
MARRIAGE: Megan Christine  
Seasely and Joseph William Bender,  
March 12. They live in Charlotte, N.C. 
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Spencer Beamer has joined Erwin- 
Penland, a Greenville marketing "rm,  
as a junior account executive. Previously  
he was chief operations of"cer at NB 
Innovation in Alpharetta, Ga.
Singer/songwriter Gwyn Fowler of Myrtle 
Beach, S.C., has released a "ve-track album 
titled “Vespers.” To learn more visit  
www.gwynfowler.bandcamp.com.
Having completed his year as a Compton 
Fellow in Guatemala, where he worked on 
reforestation projects in remote communi-
ties, Cameron Tommey has returned 
to Greenville and is working for the U.S. 
Endowment for Forestry and Communi-
ties. Read his blog about his experiences at 
www.cameroninguatemala.wordpress.com. 
MARRIAGES: Rebecca Lee and Scott 
Hassee, January 8. They live in Indian 
Springs, Ala.
T.J. Fleming and Bethany Prince ’11, 
July 16. They live in Silver Spring, Md. Both 
are middle school teachers.
STEVENSON TAPPED FOR HOPKINS SOCIETY
ROGER STEVENSON ’62, co-founder of the Greenwood (S.C.) Genetic 
Center, has been inducted into the Johns Hopkins University Society  
of Scholars.
The Society of Scholars, the "rst of its kind in the nation, inducts former 
postdoctoral fellows, postdoctoral degree recipients, house staff, and junior 
or visiting faculty who served at least a year at Johns Hopkins and thereafter 
gained distinction in their "elds of physical, biological, medical, social or 
engineering sciences, or in the humanities.
Stevenson, who was at Johns Hopkins from 1967 to 1972 as a pediatrics 
resident and a fellow in the divisions of metabolism and genetics, has made 
enormous contributions to patients and families with genetic disorders and 
to the "eld of genetic medicine, focusing largely on unraveling the causes 
of birth defects and developmental impairments.
In 1974 he co-founded the Greenwood Genetic Center and helped build 
it into an internationally respected nonpro"t organization that advances 
medical genetics research and cares for families affected by genetic 
disease and birth defects. He recently stepped down 
as director but continues to pursue clinical 
and research work. 
The author of several books about the genetic and 
environmental causes of disabilities, he has been 
appointed a Fellow of the American Academy 
of Pediatrics and a Founding Fellow of the 
American College of Medical Genetics. 
He also has served on the boards of many 
governmental agencies and advisory 
groups, among them the Science Advisory 
Committee for Furman’s Charles Townes 
Center for Science. 
 His long list of honors includes the 
Order of the Palmetto, South Carolina’s 
highest civilian award; Furman’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award; and 
election to the Greenwood County 
Hall of Fame. Furman awarded him 
an honorary degree in 2010.
11
Omicron Delta Kappa, the national col-
legiate leadership honor society, selected 
Shannon Cantwell as one of three  
General Russell E. Dougherty National 
Leader of the Year award winners for 2011. 
Shannon is a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar 
and is pursuing a master’s in development 
practice from Trinity College in Ireland.
Kristin Lyles has joined Crawford  
Strategy, a strategic solutions company  
in Greenville, as a junior account executive.
Philip Mabry is a concierge banker with 
Avenue Bank of Nashville, Tenn. 
Amu Saaka signed to play professionally 
with Landstede of the Dutch Basketball 
League. He is the fourth Furman player 
in recent years to sign with the team.
Monty Turner has joined Global Location 
Strategies, a site selection and economic 
development consultancy in Greenville,  
as a business analyst.
DEATHS
Essie Pearl Inman Spearman ’35, 
August 6, West Columbia, S.C. 
Sara Welsh Hendricks Mattison ’39, 
June 21, Clemson, S.C. She earned a mas-
ter’s degree from Clemson University and 
retired from Easley (S.C.) Junior High School.
Stephen Doar Mitchell ’39, August 
9, Greenville. He served in the U.S. Navy 
during World War II. Afterward he became 
business manager of a theatre chain in 
Greenville. In 1971 he became of"ce 
manager at Haynsworth Law Firm, where he 
remained for 30 years until retiring. He was 
secretary/treasurer of Faith Memorial Chapel 
in Cedar Mountain, N.C., for more than 
50 years. He was a charter member of the 
Pleasantburg Rotary Club, chairman of the 
Rotary Club District International Student 
Committee, and secretary/treasurer of the 
Greenville Cotillion Club, which he also 
served as president in 2002-03. He helped 
sponsor 38 students from abroad to come 
to the States to study, and his interest in 
international students led him to establish 
the Stephen D. Mitchell Scholarship Fund 
at Furman. 
Carl Denyse Bryant Stanley ’39,  
August 15, Greenville. She was an employee 
of the Greenville Hospital System for nearly 
30 years and served on the faculty of the 
School of Nursing. She was a president of 
the Greenville County Medical Auxiliary and 
was an honorary member of the Alumni  
Association of the Greenville General Hos-
pital School of Nursing. After the School  
of Nursing closed, she served in the Green-
ville Memorial Hospital Staff Development 
Department and was interim coordinator  
of staff services. In retirement she volun-
teered with Project Host Soup Kitchen 
and was a member of the board of Senior 
Action and of the Advisory Board for Allied 
Health of Greenville Technical College.
Jane Allison Brennand ’41, August 3, 
San Antonio, Texas. Before moving to San 
Antonio she lived in New Orleans, where 
she was active in such groups as Saint 
Anna’s Home, Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Colonial Dames and McGehee 
School. She was a historian and genealogist 
and author of a book on her family’s history. 
J. Wright Horton ’42, July 20, Greenville. 
After being awarded the Bradshaw-Feaster 
Medal for General Excellence at Furman, he 
served with the Marine Corps during World 
War II. He received the Silver Star for gal-
lantry on Guadalcanal and attained the rank 
of colonel before retiring from the Marine 
Corps Reserve. He went on to complete 
Harvard Law School and was an attorney 
in Greenville until his retirement. He was 
a trustee of the Greenville County School 
District and was director and president of 
Greenville Family and Children’s Services. 
He was on the board of the Greenville 
Mental Health Clinic, the Salvation Army, 
the Greenville County Foundation and the 
United Fund of Greenville County, which 
he served as president in 1959. In 1981 he 
was president of the Greenville County Bar. 
Cleo Morris Ward, Jr. ’42, August 26, 
Darlington, S.C. C.M. was president of the 
Darlington Roller Mill for many years and 
retired as a teacher from the Darlington 
County School District. He was a past 
president of the Darlington Kiwanis Club 
and a member of the board of First Federal 
Savings and Loan and the Darlington board 
of C&S National Bank. He served in the U.S. 
Army during World War II. 
Elisabeth Gray Scurry Charles ’46, 
September 5, Greenwood, S.C. After 
graduating from Furman, Gray attended 
Traphagen School of Design in New York 
City. She was active in her church and was 
a member of the Ivy Garden Club, Danse de 
Noel, Daughters of the American Revolution 
and Greenwood Woman’s Club.
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Julia Wright Stark ’46, August 30,  
San Antonio, Texas. She worked for a time 
as a social worker.
Ruth Tysinger Whitlock ’46, July 9, 
Clemson, S.C. She worked for First National 
Bank in Greenville and was a church organ-
ist, accompanist, seamstress and storyteller.
Waco Franklin Childers, Jr. ’47, August 
6, Greenville. He was a U.S. Army veteran of 
World War II and received the Purple Heart. 
He was founder of Waco F. Childers, Jr., Inc., 
and was the benefactor of several major 
organizations. He was a member of Ameri-
can Legion Post No. 3 and was national 
president of the American Humane Society.
Patricia Hadden Senn ’49, August 13, 
Seneca, S.C. She was a longtime teacher  
in Oconee County schools.
Thomas Edward Dyar ’50, July 1, Easley, 
S.C. He was pastor of Baptist churches in 
South Carolina, North Carolina and Tennes-
see for more than 60 years, retiring from 
Parkwood Baptist in Greenville in 1991. He 
served with the U.S. Army in the European 
Theater.
Geraldine Holland Pickens ’50, August 
4, Greenville. She worked in the Greenville 
Hospital System for many years before retir-
ing in 1993.
Olin C. Scott ’50, June 27, West Colum-
bia, S.C. He served in the U.S. Army during 
World War II and retired from the Federal 
Aviation Administration after 27 years  
as an air traf"c controller.  
Garrett A. Smathers ’52, June 7, 
Waynesville, N.C. He was a U.S. Army 
veteran of World War II, serving with a tank 
destroyer division in Normandy. He held 
advanced degrees from Western Carolina 
University and the University of Hawaii. Early 
in his career he was a principal, teacher and 
coach at Bethel High School, and a chem-
istry instructor at Asheville-Biltmore Junior 
College. He went on to work as a naturalist 
for North Carolina’s Blue Ridge Parkway, 
Lava Beds National Monument in California, 
and the National Park Service in Hawaii. He 
was a scientist for the National Park Services 
and National Space Technology Labora-
tories, and for science centers in Denver, 
Colo., St. Louis, Mo., and Seattle, Wash. 
He was also an ecological instructor at the 
Grand Canyon and a research biologist and 
supervisory naturalist at the University of 
Hawaii. In 1974 he received the Western 
Carolina University Distinguished Alumni 
Service Award for scienti"c achievement 
and administration of National Park Service 
research. From 1984 to 1989 he was a 
member of the N.C. State Environmental 
Management Commission. He received the 
Order of the Long Leaf Pine for his service 
to the state of North Carolina, and in 1999 
he was named Canton Paper Town Person 
of the Year.  
Robert Edward Davis, Jr. ’54, June 15, 
Camden, S.C. He earned his medical degree 
from the University of South Carolina School 
of Medicine. He interned at the University 
of Alabama-Birmingham, was base surgeon 
at Goodfellow Air Force Base in San Angelo, 
Texas, and completed his surgical residency 
at Greenville General Hospital, where he 
was chief surgical resident. He practiced 
general surgery in Camden for 30 years, 
during which time he was chief of staff  
at Kershaw County Memorial Hospital.  
He was board certi"ed and a Fellow of  
the American College of Surgeons. He was 
a U.S. Air Force veteran and a member of 
the American Legion.
Allen Hawkins Campbell, Jr. ’57, July 
22, Spartanburg, S.C. He was a veteran of 
the U.S. Army and recipient of the Purple 
Heart. He enjoyed a lengthy career with 
the South Carolina Tax Commission as an 
investigator in the Criminal Investigations 
Department.
Ernestine White Howard ’57, Sep-
tember 7, Simpsonville, S.C. She was a 
member of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution and the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy. She volunteered with Meals 
on Wheels and enjoyed genealogy research.
Paul Martin Sullivan, Jr. ’57, July 17, 
Brunswick, Ga. After graduating from 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
he served churches in four South Carolina 
towns. He held numerous positions in 
Baptist associations and was a member of 
the board of directors for Southern Mutual 
Church Insurance Company.
Amaryllis Vaughn Linderman, M.S. 
’58, June 16, Huntersville, N.C. Amy retired 
as an elementary school teacher.
Charlotte A. McElveen ’60, August 
15, Florence, S.C. She earned her master’s 
degree in reading instruction from Georgia 
State University and an additional 30 hours 
beyond that in supervision and administra-
tion from the University of South Carolina. 
After teaching in the Atlanta area in the 
1960s and early 1970s, she moved to 
Florence to work with District 1 schools as 
a language arts coordinator for grades 4-8. 
In 1987 she became director of federal pro-
grams for the district, and during the next 
four years she began a Title 1 Parent Train-
ing Program, coordinated with the school 
district and federal government to purchase 
the Parent Center building in Florence, and 
launched a Title 1 program for 3-year-olds 
to give them an early start in developmental 
activities.
Grace Aline Johnson Edwards ’61, 
September 1, Tryon, N.C.
Marcus Barak Sanders ’61, August 18, 
Walhalla, S.C. He served in the U.S. Navy 
and U.S. Air Force and later retired from 
the South Carolina Army National Guard. 
He was also retired from Schlumberger, an 
oil"eld service company, where he worked 
for 26 years.  
Tony Etnyre ’62, June 12, Columbus, Ind. 
He spent the majority of his career in the 
hotel industry, most recently serving as 
owner/operator of the Quality Inn in  
Seymour, Ind., and the Holiday Inn in 
Gallipolis, Ohio. He was a member of 
Kiwanis, Rotary International, and the 
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association.
John Marlow Ryan ’62, July 19, 2010, 
Ridgeland, S.C. After retiring from the U.S. 
Postal Service, “Cookie” worked with Sauls 
Funeral Home in Bluffton, S.C.
Major Van McCarty, M.A.’65, August 
20, Saluda, S.C. He was a teacher, coach 
and principal in South Carolina schools 
for many years. He was superintendent of 
Saluda County School District 1 from 1975 
to 1976 and retired as principal of Irmo 
High in 1986. He was selected Outstanding 
Principal of the Year by the South Carolina 
School Counselor Association. 
John Kelly Talkington, Jr. ’68, June 22, 
Anderson, S.C. A football player at Furman, 
he was a certi"ed public accountant in 
Anderson for more than 40 years. 
Marilyn Jobe Hendricks ’71, August 
8, Easley. She was a retired school teacher, 
piano teacher and director of First Baptist 
Church of Easley Child Development Center. 
Smith Grif!n Hendricks, Jr. ’72, July 
12, Easley, S.C. He was former vice presi-
dent of Piedmont Plush Mills and owner of 
K&M Fabrics. He served as Pickens County 
Elections Commissioner and Planning Com-
missioner and was a U.S. Army veteran.
Cynthia Lawrence Royaards Huey 
’79, June 16, Greenville. She worked as 
an accounting supervisor with the water 
system in Spartanburg, S.C.
William Dallas Holland ’96, August 25, 
Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. He was employed 
by United Dominion Industries in Charlotte, 
N.C., and London, England, before going 
to graduate school. He earned his MBA 
from Indiana University and worked in the 
"nancial industry in Baltimore, New York 
and Chicago before moving to Florida to 
help manage his family’s business. 
Louisa Burns Cartledge, July 21, 
Black Mountain, N.C. She was a reference 
librarian at Furman from 1972 to 1981. 
The director’s of"ce in the James B. Duke 
Library is named in her honor. She was a Phi 
Beta Kappa graduate of Randolph-Macon 
Woman’s College in Virginia and initially 
worked with the American Red Cross and 
with several theatre groups, including a year 
in Stockholm, Sweden, where she helped to 
establish an English-speaking theatre. She 
went on to teach English, drama and history 
at several secondary schools before earning 
her Master of Library Science degree from 
the University of North Carolina. 
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9/11 STORIES STRUCK A CHORD
I READ THE STORIES ABOUT 9/11 in the Summer 
2011 magazine with great interest, since it is a topic 
of particular signi"cance to me and my family.  
I was at the World Trade Center with two of my 
children when the "rst plane hit. My daughter Magee 
was 11 at the time; she is currently a senior at Fur-
man. Thankfully, we escaped without physical injury, 
but living just a few blocks north of the site, we are 
constantly reminded of the events of that day.
Neither of my children will ever escape the memory of the horri"c events they 
witnessed. However, in the days that followed, we all discovered the resiliency of  
the American spirit and, through service to others, found the tools to live life fully. 
Both children have chosen areas of study in college that have been inspired by what 
they did in the days and months that followed — things which helped them renew 
their spirit, hold onto their humanity and live life joyfully.
This past June, Magee was interviewed for “Nick News with Linda Ellerbee” for  
a special program about 9/11. Watching it, I was reminded of the terror we experi-
enced as the building exploded above our heads. Perhaps more signi"cantly, I was 
reminded to be thankful that my children and my family not only survived, but grew 
through the experience.
We will spend this anniversary at our restaurant, located in the neighborhood 
just north of the WTC, where we spent the hours, days and months after the terror 
attacks. We expect to see many of those who sought refuge with us that day, and 
those we served for weeks that followed.  
I thought you would like to know. Thank you for your articles.
— KATHY CAPSOUTO
The writer’s family runs Capsouto Freres, a New York restaurant. Her daughter  
is double-majoring in philosophy and violin performance and is concert master  
of the Furman Symphony Orchestra.
STILL SAVVY AFTER ALL THESE YEARS
WHEN I CAME ACROSS the Flash Mob article in the 
Summer 2011 magazine, I had to chuckle because 
someone felt it necessary to explain to those of us over 
30 what a Flash Mob is. I know 53 must seem nearly 
dead to you, but I assure you we still manage to get 
out at our age. Oh, and I used the barcode app on my 
iPad 2 to view the video, by the way.
— JILL TILLMAN
The writer, a 1980 graduate, stays hip and current in Pittsburgh, Pa.
THERE’S MORE TO THE STORY
THE SUMMER 2011 ISSUE of Furman had 
an outstanding article about Coach Chuck Rohe 
and Furman track. Coach Rohe deserves all the 
accolades mentioned in the article and actually 
many more.
The purpose of this letter is that I believe the 
article omitted the biggest and best compliment 
for Coach Rohe. When he arrived in 1957 the 
track team was a bunch of walk-ons who had no coaching — just a group of 
good old friends having fun. The year before they had scored two points in the 
Southern Conference meet by "nishing the mile relay.
Coach Rohe changed all that almost immediately. He added indoor track 
and worked with outdoor track to develop a full schedule of practices, six  
to seven days a week. He took them from a rag-tag group to a formidable  
track team by 1959. He was then able to start recruiting quality scholarship-
caliber athletes.
It seems the athletic department has ignored the accomplishments of this 
team during the "rst two years of Coach Rohe’s tenure. In fact, I don’t think 
there is a Furman athlete from the 1958–59 spring sports in the Furman Athletic 
Hall of Fame except for golf and cheerleading.
The 1959 team defeated Clemson (for the "rst time in approximately 35 
years) and the University of Miami. The team’s performance at the Southern 
Conference championships was also a surprise for everyone, since it "nished 
second after "nishing ninth just two years earlier. Four "rst-place individual 
championships and four school records were recorded at this meet. There was 
also improvement in cross country as well as indoor track, with the team actually 
bringing home medals in the Atlantic Coast Conference Indoor Championships.
The accomplishments of this walk-on group were the start of Furman’s 
impressive track history under the leadership of Coach Rohe. Because of his 
determination track moved to the forefront of sports at Furman and received 
national acclaim.
All members of these teams realize the in!uence Coach Rohe had on their 
lives and will always be appreciative of his motivation, support and guidance.  
All alumni and the current student body should be made aware of the accom-
plishments and success of his "rst two teams. Those are outstanding years and 
should not be forgotten in Furman’s athletic history.
— JUAN A. BROWN
The writer, a 1959 graduate, was a captain of Furman’s cross country and track 
and !eld teams. He won two state titles and a conference title in the 880-yard 
dash, and was the conference two-mile champion in 1959. He is a physician in 
Anderson, S.C.
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Julia Wright Stark ’46, August 30,  
San Antonio, Texas. She worked for a time 
as a social worker.
Ruth Tysinger Whitlock ’46, July 9, 
Clemson, S.C. She worked for First National 
Bank in Greenville and was a church organ-
ist, accompanist, seamstress and storyteller.
Waco Franklin Childers, Jr. ’47, August 
6, Greenville. He was a U.S. Army veteran of 
World War II and received the Purple Heart. 
He was founder of Waco F. Childers, Jr., Inc., 
and was the benefactor of several major 
organizations. He was a member of Ameri-
can Legion Post No. 3 and was national 
president of the American Humane Society.
Patricia Hadden Senn ’49, August 13, 
Seneca, S.C. She was a longtime teacher  
in Oconee County schools.
Thomas Edward Dyar ’50, July 1, Easley, 
S.C. He was pastor of Baptist churches in 
South Carolina, North Carolina and Tennes-
see for more than 60 years, retiring from 
Parkwood Baptist in Greenville in 1991. He 
served with the U.S. Army in the European 
Theater.
Geraldine Holland Pickens ’50, August 
4, Greenville. She worked in the Greenville 
Hospital System for many years before retir-
ing in 1993.
Olin C. Scott ’50, June 27, West Colum-
bia, S.C. He served in the U.S. Army during 
World War II and retired from the Federal 
Aviation Administration after 27 years  
as an air traf"c controller.  
Garrett A. Smathers ’52, June 7, 
Waynesville, N.C. He was a U.S. Army 
veteran of World War II, serving with a tank 
destroyer division in Normandy. He held 
advanced degrees from Western Carolina 
University and the University of Hawaii. Early 
in his career he was a principal, teacher and 
coach at Bethel High School, and a chem-
istry instructor at Asheville-Biltmore Junior 
College. He went on to work as a naturalist 
for North Carolina’s Blue Ridge Parkway, 
Lava Beds National Monument in California, 
and the National Park Service in Hawaii. He 
was a scientist for the National Park Services 
and National Space Technology Labora-
tories, and for science centers in Denver, 
Colo., St. Louis, Mo., and Seattle, Wash. 
He was also an ecological instructor at the 
Grand Canyon and a research biologist and 
supervisory naturalist at the University of 
Hawaii. In 1974 he received the Western 
Carolina University Distinguished Alumni 
Service Award for scienti"c achievement 
and administration of National Park Service 
research. From 1984 to 1989 he was a 
member of the N.C. State Environmental 
Management Commission. He received the 
Order of the Long Leaf Pine for his service 
to the state of North Carolina, and in 1999 
he was named Canton Paper Town Person 
of the Year.  
Robert Edward Davis, Jr. ’54, June 15, 
Camden, S.C. He earned his medical degree 
from the University of South Carolina School 
of Medicine. He interned at the University 
of Alabama-Birmingham, was base surgeon 
at Goodfellow Air Force Base in San Angelo, 
Texas, and completed his surgical residency 
at Greenville General Hospital, where he 
was chief surgical resident. He practiced 
general surgery in Camden for 30 years, 
during which time he was chief of staff  
at Kershaw County Memorial Hospital.  
He was board certi"ed and a Fellow of  
the American College of Surgeons. He was 
a U.S. Air Force veteran and a member of 
the American Legion.
Allen Hawkins Campbell, Jr. ’57, July 
22, Spartanburg, S.C. He was a veteran of 
the U.S. Army and recipient of the Purple 
Heart. He enjoyed a lengthy career with 
the South Carolina Tax Commission as an 
investigator in the Criminal Investigations 
Department.
Ernestine White Howard ’57, Sep-
tember 7, Simpsonville, S.C. She was a 
member of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution and the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy. She volunteered with Meals 
on Wheels and enjoyed genealogy research.
Paul Martin Sullivan, Jr. ’57, July 17, 
Brunswick, Ga. After graduating from 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
he served churches in four South Carolina 
towns. He held numerous positions in 
Baptist associations and was a member of 
the board of directors for Southern Mutual 
Church Insurance Company.
Amaryllis Vaughn Linderman, M.S. 
’58, June 16, Huntersville, N.C. Amy retired 
as an elementary school teacher.
Charlotte A. McElveen ’60, August 
15, Florence, S.C. She earned her master’s 
degree in reading instruction from Georgia 
State University and an additional 30 hours 
beyond that in supervision and administra-
tion from the University of South Carolina. 
After teaching in the Atlanta area in the 
1960s and early 1970s, she moved to 
Florence to work with District 1 schools as 
a language arts coordinator for grades 4-8. 
In 1987 she became director of federal pro-
grams for the district, and during the next 
four years she began a Title 1 Parent Train-
ing Program, coordinated with the school 
district and federal government to purchase 
the Parent Center building in Florence, and 
launched a Title 1 program for 3-year-olds 
to give them an early start in developmental 
activities.
Grace Aline Johnson Edwards ’61, 
September 1, Tryon, N.C.
Marcus Barak Sanders ’61, August 18, 
Walhalla, S.C. He served in the U.S. Navy 
and U.S. Air Force and later retired from 
the South Carolina Army National Guard. 
He was also retired from Schlumberger, an 
oil"eld service company, where he worked 
for 26 years.  
Tony Etnyre ’62, June 12, Columbus, Ind. 
He spent the majority of his career in the 
hotel industry, most recently serving as 
owner/operator of the Quality Inn in  
Seymour, Ind., and the Holiday Inn in 
Gallipolis, Ohio. He was a member of 
Kiwanis, Rotary International, and the 
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association.
John Marlow Ryan ’62, July 19, 2010, 
Ridgeland, S.C. After retiring from the U.S. 
Postal Service, “Cookie” worked with Sauls 
Funeral Home in Bluffton, S.C.
Major Van McCarty, M.A.’65, August 
20, Saluda, S.C. He was a teacher, coach 
and principal in South Carolina schools 
for many years. He was superintendent of 
Saluda County School District 1 from 1975 
to 1976 and retired as principal of Irmo 
High in 1986. He was selected Outstanding 
Principal of the Year by the South Carolina 
School Counselor Association. 
John Kelly Talkington, Jr. ’68, June 22, 
Anderson, S.C. A football player at Furman, 
he was a certi"ed public accountant in 
Anderson for more than 40 years. 
Marilyn Jobe Hendricks ’71, August 
8, Easley. She was a retired school teacher, 
piano teacher and director of First Baptist 
Church of Easley Child Development Center. 
Smith Grif!n Hendricks, Jr. ’72, July 
12, Easley, S.C. He was former vice presi-
dent of Piedmont Plush Mills and owner of 
K&M Fabrics. He served as Pickens County 
Elections Commissioner and Planning Com-
missioner and was a U.S. Army veteran.
Cynthia Lawrence Royaards Huey 
’79, June 16, Greenville. She worked as 
an accounting supervisor with the water 
system in Spartanburg, S.C.
William Dallas Holland ’96, August 25, 
Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. He was employed 
by United Dominion Industries in Charlotte, 
N.C., and London, England, before going 
to graduate school. He earned his MBA 
from Indiana University and worked in the 
"nancial industry in Baltimore, New York 
and Chicago before moving to Florida to 
help manage his family’s business. 
Louisa Burns Cartledge, July 21, 
Black Mountain, N.C. She was a reference 
librarian at Furman from 1972 to 1981. 
The director’s of"ce in the James B. Duke 
Library is named in her honor. She was a Phi 
Beta Kappa graduate of Randolph-Macon 
Woman’s College in Virginia and initially 
worked with the American Red Cross and 
with several theatre groups, including a year 
in Stockholm, Sweden, where she helped to 
establish an English-speaking theatre. She 
went on to teach English, drama and history 
at several secondary schools before earning 
her Master of Library Science degree from 
the University of North Carolina. 
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I READ THE STORIES ABOUT 9/11 in the Summer 
2011 magazine with great interest, since it is a topic 
of particular signi"cance to me and my family.  
I was at the World Trade Center with two of my 
children when the "rst plane hit. My daughter Magee 
was 11 at the time; she is currently a senior at Fur-
man. Thankfully, we escaped without physical injury, 
but living just a few blocks north of the site, we are 
constantly reminded of the events of that day.
Neither of my children will ever escape the memory of the horri"c events they 
witnessed. However, in the days that followed, we all discovered the resiliency of  
the American spirit and, through service to others, found the tools to live life fully. 
Both children have chosen areas of study in college that have been inspired by what 
they did in the days and months that followed — things which helped them renew 
their spirit, hold onto their humanity and live life joyfully.
This past June, Magee was interviewed for “Nick News with Linda Ellerbee” for  
a special program about 9/11. Watching it, I was reminded of the terror we experi-
enced as the building exploded above our heads. Perhaps more signi"cantly, I was 
reminded to be thankful that my children and my family not only survived, but grew 
through the experience.
We will spend this anniversary at our restaurant, located in the neighborhood 
just north of the WTC, where we spent the hours, days and months after the terror 
attacks. We expect to see many of those who sought refuge with us that day, and 
those we served for weeks that followed.  
I thought you would like to know. Thank you for your articles.
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for Coach Rohe. When he arrived in 1957 the 
track team was a bunch of walk-ons who had no coaching — just a group of 
good old friends having fun. The year before they had scored two points in the 
Southern Conference meet by "nishing the mile relay.
Coach Rohe changed all that almost immediately. He added indoor track 
and worked with outdoor track to develop a full schedule of practices, six  
to seven days a week. He took them from a rag-tag group to a formidable  
track team by 1959. He was then able to start recruiting quality scholarship-
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It seems the athletic department has ignored the accomplishments of this 
team during the "rst two years of Coach Rohe’s tenure. In fact, I don’t think 
there is a Furman athlete from the 1958–59 spring sports in the Furman Athletic 
Hall of Fame except for golf and cheerleading.
The 1959 team defeated Clemson (for the "rst time in approximately 35 
years) and the University of Miami. The team’s performance at the Southern 
Conference championships was also a surprise for everyone, since it "nished 
second after "nishing ninth just two years earlier. Four "rst-place individual 
championships and four school records were recorded at this meet. There was 
also improvement in cross country as well as indoor track, with the team actually 
bringing home medals in the Atlantic Coast Conference Indoor Championships.
The accomplishments of this walk-on group were the start of Furman’s 
impressive track history under the leadership of Coach Rohe. Because of his 
determination track moved to the forefront of sports at Furman and received 
national acclaim.
All members of these teams realize the in!uence Coach Rohe had on their 
lives and will always be appreciative of his motivation, support and guidance.  
All alumni and the current student body should be made aware of the accom-
plishments and success of his "rst two teams. Those are outstanding years and 
should not be forgotten in Furman’s athletic history.
— JUAN A. BROWN
The writer, a 1959 graduate, was a captain of Furman’s cross country and track 
and !eld teams. He won two state titles and a conference title in the 880-yard 
dash, and was the conference two-mile champion in 1959. He is a physician in 
Anderson, S.C.
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THE LAST WORD
The lure of the pilgrimage
A pilgrimage is not 
your typical vacation.
Pilgrimages differ from other 
types of travel in that the 
physical demands create a 
strong and unique cama-
raderie with fellow travelers, 
as well as the opportunity 
to viscerally connect with 
your surroundings and engage in a spiritual adventure.
A pilgrimage enables your mind and body to seem-
ingly disconnect and "nd a new and entirely different 
association. With most luxuries left behind, the distrac-
tions of everyday life are minimized, enabling a liberat-
ing clarity of mind and spirit. The intent of the journey  
is not only the exploration of the destination, but the 
very personal and internal exploration of the individual.
Thanks to Furman’s Lilly Center for Vocational 
Re!ection and its commitment to the exploration of 
individual calling, alumni have twice been given the 
chance to pursue pilgrimages. The "rst time, two 
years ago, was along the Camino de Santiago in 
Spain. This summer, two alumni groups traveled
to Ireland to explore Celtic spirituality. The lives 
and legends of St. Patrick, St. Brigit and St. Brendan 
provided the backdrop and context for our weeklong 
journey of mind and spirit.
I have been fortunate to participate in both 
programs. My traveling companions, most of them 
fellow alumni, came from varied faith backgrounds
and spanned nearly "ve decades, which strengthened 
our sense of communion.  
The Ireland group began its trek at Ballintubber 
Abbey in southwest rural Ireland, at the very site where 
St. Patrick "rst baptized new Christians in his adopted 
country. From there we journeyed by foot more than 
20 miles on the ancient Tochar path, which dates from 
approximately 350 A.D. We walked through many 
a "eld and pasture, enjoying the company of sheep, 
cattle, horses, and the occasional household pet.
The 2,500-foot climb to the summit of Croagh 
Patrick, followed by a harrowing descent, was for the 
majority of us the most strenuous and treacherous 
endeavor of our lives. Slippery rocks beneath our feet, 
thick fog, wet bogs and cold winds proved formidable. 
 On Inis Mor, the largest of the Aran Islands, we 
explored the ancient practices of monastic life in Ireland. 
Hanging over the edge of the jagged cliffs, we experi-
enced the exhilarating beauty of crashing ocean waves, 
while envisioning how ancient peoples once survived on 
this tiny, remote island. The 3,000-foot Mount Brandon, 
on the Dingle Peninsula, proved to be less harrowing 
than the terrifying slopes of Croagh Patrick — but 
challenging nonetheless, and incredibly beautiful. 
For some of us, the lure of the pilgrimage was the 
unknown, the interest generated by not knowing what 
we would learn, see or experience. Others went in 
search of something that they could not name.
In no other type of travel have I experienced the 
opportunity to focus on, discover and ful"ll such a 
deeply personal spiritual covenant. And throughout
our Ireland pilgrimage, the hospitality of the Irish 
people and their eagerness to teach us their rich 
history were overwhelming.  
  The Lilly Center plans to continue to support 
a pilgrimage every other year, alternating with a summer 
alumni retreat on campus. The opportunity will be there 
for all of you to explore your vocational calling at various 
points of personal transition. What’s calling you now?
— BECKY HOOD BECHERER
The author, a 1989 graduate, also provided the photos 
accompanying this article. She is a physician in Louisville, 
Ky., a former member of the Alumni Association Board 
of Directors, and a member of the Lilly Center Task 
Force. With her husband, Tom, she endowed the 
center’s alumni programming component.
Furman University is committed to providing equal access to its educational programs, activities, and facilities to all other wise quali"ed students without discrimination on the basis 
of race, national origin, color, creed, religion, sex, age, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other category protected by applicable state or federal law. 
An Equal Opportunity/Af"rmative Action employer, Furman also af"rms its commitment to nondis crimination in its employment policies and practices.  For information about the 
university’s compliance with the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, and the I.R.S. Anti-Bias Regula tion, contact the Director of Human Resources, 
(864) 294-3015, 3300 Poinsett Hwy., Greenville, S.C. 29613.  For information about Furman’s compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act Amendments Act, contact the Disability Services Coordinator, (864) 294-2320, 3300 Poinsett Hwy., Greenville, S.C. 29613.
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